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dedication 


Statues of Jyotirao Phule and Savitribai Phule 
(Mahatma Jyotirao Phule Chowk, Aurangpura in Aurangabad City, Maharashtra) 


Savitribai and Jyotirao had no children of their own. They adopted Yashawant, 
a son born to a Brahmin widow. When Yashwant was about 
to get married, no one was willing to give him a girl because 
he was born to a widow. Hence Savitribai arranged his marriage to her 
organization's worker Dynoba Sasane's daughter in February 1889. 
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“You cannot shake hands with a clenched fist” 
« Indhira Gandhi 


Feminism is a term derived from a Latin word - i.e., “Femina” which means 


having effeminate qualities. Etymologically the word Feminism is a French word, 
Feminisme. The dictionary meaning of the word “feminism” is ‘the state of being 
female.’ The Oxford Dictionary 7th edition offers the meaning of “Feminism” as 
the advocacy of women’s rights on the grounds of the equality of the sexes. 
Encyclopedia of Sociology (2010) defines ‘Feminism’ as, “A movement that 
attempts to institute social, economic and political equality between 
men and women in society and end distortion in relationship between 
men and women”. 


freedom and equality. They achieved a revolution in the Western world and 
created a vision for women and girls worldwide. At present, women's economic 
and social participation is considered a standard requirement for a nation's 
healthy social democratic development. 


The earliest organized movement aimed at gaining rights for American women 
effectively began in July 1848, with the convention organized by Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and Lucretia Mott at Seneca Falls, New York. Participants signed the 
Declaration of Sentiments, which affirmed women’s equality with men, and 
passed a dozen resolutions calling for various specific rights, including the right to 
vote. Though white got their right to vote in 1920, black women and other 
women of colour faced continued obstacles until the passage of the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965. 


In the aftermath of World War II, the lives of women in developed countries 
changed dramatically. Household technology eased the burdens of homemaking, 
life expectancies increased dramatically, and the growth of the service sector 
opened up thousands of jobs not dependent on physical strength. Despite these 
socioeconomic transformations, cultural attitudes (especially concerning women’s 
work) and legal precedents still reinforced sexual inequalities. 
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Today, Feminism a set of movements aimed at defining, establishing, and 
defending equal political, economic, and social rights and opportunities for 
women throughout the world. The evolution of the feminist struggle with elapse 
of time is often referred to as “waves” of change. But there is a need now, in 
the opening years of the 21st century, to rethink feminism. There are new 
challenges and new potential allies that didn't exist in the mid-20th century. 


The beginning of the women’s movement in 
India can be traced back to the nineteenth- 
century social change development. Unlike the 
Western feminist movement, India’s feminist 
movement, according to Maitrayee Chaudhuri, 
was started by males and later joined by 
women. Feminism as a women-led movement 
began independently in Maharashtra a few 
years later, with pioneering advocates for women’s rights and education such as 
Savitribai Phule (1831 — 1897), who is considered to be the pioneer of India's 
feminist movement. She strived to abolish discrimination and unfair treatment of 
people on the basis of caste and gender. She and her husband were pioneers of 
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The period following India’s independence is known as the post-pioneer period. 
Following independence, India had to deal with a slew of issues. Long stretches 
of provincial mastery had annihilated our indigenous arts and depleted our 
natural resources. Industrialization, evolving advancements, ignorance, and a 
lack of portability all contributed to women’s failure to adapt to the new demand. 
During this time, social reformists attempted to channel Indian culture by 
presenting sacred and legal arrangements, shielding the general public and ladies 
from separation, and providing fairness to all residents regardless of position, 
doctrine, religion, gender, or race. 


Twenty-first-century feminists oppose dictatorships and totalitarian movements 
that crush the liberty and rights of people, especially women and girls. They are 
wise enough to abandon multicultural relativism and instead uphold a universal 
standard of human rights. They started demanding that all girls have the 
opportunity to reach their full potential instead of living and dying in the gulags 
of the sex trade. 


This book “A study on FEMINISM” makes a humble and simple attempt to 
portray the concepts and characteristics of Feminism through several angles. 
First three chapters cover several interesting pictures of Feminism 
[American, African & Afro-American] by way of 50 quotes in each category. It 
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appears that much care has been taken to identify, select and finalize these 
quotes. 


Some important information on Indian Feminism is provided with illustrative 
pictures of some leading Indian feminists. Given 10 web links here would take 
the readers to wide area of Indian Feminism. Some pictorial quotes from 
known/familiar Indian feminists makes an attempt to make the readers to read 
all quotes. A list of some 37 leading feminists in 20th & 21st centuries with their 
photos, and with their contribution to feminism takes the picture to the 
international level. Some of the quotes in the banners have a set of interesting 
words: 


“IF YOU ARE NOT ANGRY, YOU ARE NOT PAYING ATTENTION ” 


“YOUR BODY IS A BATTLE-GROUND” 5 
“THE FUTURE IS FEMALE” 4 
“YOU CAN AGREE WITH ME, OR YOU CAN BE WRONG” 
“MEN OF QUALITY DO NOT FEAR EQUALITY” ¢ 
“MEN ARE ALL SEXIST PIGS” ¢ 
The Chapter ‘BOOKS on Feminism’ makes an interesting reading. Here more ¢ 
than 35 books — selected carefully — with the wrapper and the brief summary of 
these books are provided to make the readers more informative. Some selected nd 
15 popular books on Feminism written by Indian writers are provided to throw 
some more light on Indian movement on Feminism. Also, several web links have ad 


been given to enable the readers to reach and read more than 100 books on 
Feminism. 


The chapter — 13 “Cartoons on Feminism” is a unique feature of this book. 
Here selected and more interesting 100 cartoons/drawings/pictures depicting 
the several aspects — ideas/concepts/progressiveness/improvement - in the world 
of Feminism as well as Feminists are provided in attractive colour. 

I congratulate the Dept of Mgmt Studies, especially the author of the book for 
bringing out this book which would be found useful and interesting by all the 


stakeholders, especially younger generation of the 21St century. 


Prof Dr P Kalidoss 

Sr Addl Registrar 

Dr MGR Educational and Research Institute 
Maduravoyal, Chennai - 600 095 
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‘Feminist histories are histories of the difficulty of that We, 
a history of those who have had to fight to be part of a feminist collective, 
or even had to fight against a feminist collective tn order to take up a feminist cause’. 
<<<Sara Ahmed, Living a Feminist Life, 2017 


#Hfistory has been written by men. For centuries, the male gender has constructed a 
narrative around its deeds — mainly in the public sphere — and has minimised or ignored 
women’s contributions. War, politics, diplomacy or management have built this reality. 
Therefore, the role given to women has been typically reserved for their gender: wife, 
mother, daughter, lover... To put it simply, the masculine vision has ended up imposing 
itself on the feminine reality. Since ancient times, the sexual differentiation of work has 
led to a distribution of tasks according to sex, largely driven by biological characteristics. 
The evolution of societies based on this distinction would end up provoking a 
differentiated apprenticeship between women and men, which capitalism would 
transform into resounding inequality. 


— ; 
WD 0 [Lowest) 
No data 


A brief introduction provides an historical 
account of feminism, exploring its very The pier sols of feminist mobilization 

much have women's lives actually changed? =? 

In the West, women still come up against 

now commonplace insistence that feminism deprives men of their rights and dignities? 
And how does one tackle the issue of female emancipation in different cultural and 


earliest roots as well as important key 7 

issues including voting rights, the liberation 

the ‘glass ceiling’ at the working place, most 

economic environments — in, for example, the Middle East, America, Africa and the 


of the sixties, and its relevance today. HOW _ingexieun" 
earning considerably less than their male counterparts. Are we supposed to make of the 
Indian sub-continent. 
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Feminism is one of the oldest movements in the international scenario. Thought there’s 
no single definition, but feminism boils down to ending gender discrimination and 
bringing about gender equality. There are many types of feminism and feminism can be 
divided into “waves.” Instead of describing them in 
isolation from each other, the wave metaphor is the most 
common explanation for feminism’s movements. It can 
oversimplify a complicated history of values, ideas, and 
people that are often in conflict with each other. With 


this simplification, | one might think feminism’s 
history is a straightforward arc. The reality is much 
messier. There are many sub-movements building on 


(and fighting with) each other. It is very easier to maintain that the wave metaphor is a 
useful starting point. There are four waves, especially in American scenario: 


The first wave 

The first wave in the late 19th-century need not be the first appearance of feminist ideals, 
but it was the first-earliest real political movement for the Western world. In 1792, Mary 
Wollstonecraft published the revolutionary Vindication of the Rights of Woman. In 1848, 
about 200 women met in a church. They came up with 12 resolutions asking for specific 
rights, such as the right to vote. Reproductive rights 
also became an important issue for early feminists. 
After years of feminist activism, Congress finally 
passed the 19th amendment in 1920 and gave 
women the vote. This was almost 30 years after New 
Zealand became the first country where women 
could vote. First-wave feminism had a fairly simple 
goal: have society recognize that women are humans, not property. While the leaders of 
1st-wave feminism were abolitionists, their focus was on white women’s rights. This 
exclusion would haunt feminism for years to come. 


FEMINISM: THE FIRST WAVE 


The second wave 

é Second-wave feminism started and took place in the 1960s 
and 1970s. It is built on the theories of first-wave feminism 
and challenged what women’s role in society should be. 
Inspired by the Civil Rights movement and protests against 
the Vietnam War, activists focused on the institutions that 
held women back. This meant taking a closer look at why 
women were oppressed. Traditional gender and family roles were questioned. Queer 
theory became more established. There were major victories in this era including 
the Equal Pay Act of 1963, Roe v. Wade in 1973, and other Supreme Court cases. 
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The third wave 

Due to the grand institutional victories of second-wave 
feminism, women enjoyed more rights and power going 
into the 1990s. They were able to think about other 
aspects of their identity, welcoming individuality and 
rebellion. This was known as an era of reclaiming. 
Important cultural touchstones include Eve Ensler’s 7he 
Vagina Monologues, the Guerilla Girls, and punk rock 
riot girls. Many women more freely expressed their 
sexuality in how they spoke, dressed, and acted. This sometimes-bewildered 2nd-wave 
feminists, many of whom had resisted traditional femininity. While many ideas and mini- 
movements swirled around in this time, the one “rule” was that there weren't rules. A 
woman should choose how she lived her life. 


The fourth wave 
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It has been a thinking that we’re still in the third wav + 
of feminism since the fourth wave isn’t so much of 4 
shift as the continued growth of the movemen 

However, with the Me7oo movement and a resurgenc 4:( 
of attacks on women’s rights, popular belief is that we’! * 
living in a new wave. Social media activism he » 
propelled the movement further into the technologic “il 
age. It builds on the third wave’s emphasis on inclusivi 

and asks very relevant and hard questions about whi 4 
empowerment, equality, and freedom really mean. Fourth-wave feminism continues to reckc + 
with intersectionality. Critics of “white feminism,” which ignores the unique struggles of wome 
of colour, expose how non-white feminists and ideas have been continuously suppressed. 
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The first phase of Indian feminism emerged during the late 19th and early 20th centuries, 
a period characterized by British colonial rule and socio- 
cultural conservatism. Pioneers like Savitribai Phule played 
instrumental roles in challenging entrenched 
patriarchy and advocating for women's education. Savitribai 
Phule, often referred to as the "Mother of Indian 


Feminism," relentlessly fought for women's education and empowerment, establishing 


schools for girls in the face of societal resistance. Aptly, this book has been dedicated to 
Ms Savitribai Phule. India’s robust tradition of feminist writers has stood up for the cause 
and added powerful voices to the movement. Many of the nuances of gender, religion 
and caste struggle in the Indian context can be understood through the writings of such 
women. 


This book makes an attempt to cover the several aspects of Feminism. It includes the 
topics, such as American feminism, African feminism, Philosophy of feminism, History of 
feminism, Characteristic of feminism, Indian feminism, Inspiring Women (covering a 
selected list of famous global 37 feminists of 20% & 21% centuries with some useful web 
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links), Theory of feminism, etc., 


Chapter 12 provides a list of some selected Books on “Feminism with wrappers, details 
and their web link. Also, it gives the web links for more than 150 books on Feminism. 


100 cartoons/drawings/pictures depicting various ideas/concepts/ progressiveness 
improvement in the world of Feminism & Feminists are provided which make the readers 
happy and enthusiastic. 


The book adores a highly relevant and most informative FOREWORD from our Senior 
Addl Registrar Prof Dr P Kalidoss. 


Any appreciative comments/suggestions/opinions are most welcome! 


Prof Dr S Ramalingam 
Joint Registrar - Languages 
[Compiler] 


African American Feminism: 1 
Concept, history and background are provided through highly 
selected 50 Quotes on “African American Feminism” with 
Some interesting photos. 


African Feminism: 8 
Concept, history and background are provided through highly 
selectea 50 Quotes on “African Feminism” with some 
interesting photos. 


American Feminism: 18 
Concept, history and background are provided through highly 
selected 50 Quotes on “American Feminism” with some 
interesting photos. 


Characteristics of Feminism: 26 
Detatlea characteristics of feminism - [Ethuicity, Gener, Age, 
Sexuality (Dis)ability, Culture, Class § Religion — has been 
provided with some 11 References and 27 web linls. 


Feminism in 21$* Century: 33 
A very important article by Phyllis § Donna M Hughes ts 
given, another article with web link, 21 web links (providing 
the useful information on Feminism) and a paper in the 
international journal JFTIR. (ISSN:2349-5162). 


History of Feminism: 45 
Background for FOUR waves with illustrative pictures and 
two web links providing some very useful details and 
information, 


The history 
Of feminisint 


Indian Feminists: 57 
Some tmportant information on Indian Feminism, 
illustrative pictures of some leading Inaian feminists, 10 web 
links and some pictorial quotes from Rnown/familiar Indian 
feminists. 


8 Inspiring Women: 72 
Some 3F leading feminists tn 20% § 21% centuries with their 
photos with their contribution to feminism with some useful 
web Link. 
9 Poetry and Feminism: 93 
More thaw 100 feminist poems and poetry with the necessary 
web Links. 
10 Theory of Feminism: 101 
A leading article on “Feminist Theory” Jo Ann Arinder and 
Different theories on Feminism ~ Socialist, Marxist, Sociology 
- ave provided with web links. 
11 Philosophy of Feminism: 112 
A Paper “The Philosophy of Feminism” by Anvita Bhardwaj, peel 
Symbtosts Law School, Noida. Some references and web 
Lis. 
12 Books on Feminism: 119 
Some selected / Listed books on Feminism have been 
provided, with a little warvation / wrapper. Also, web pages _= 
containing the detailed List of books is given. 
Some web links are given covering more than 150 books 
13 Cartoons on Feminism: 149 SVE 


100 cartoons/Arawings/pictures depicting Varlous 
ideas/concepts/progressiveness/improvement in the world of 


Feminism § Feminists. 


Annexure: Savitribai Phule 
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IF YOU SEE INEQUALITY AS 
A*THEM’ PROBLEMOR 

"UNFORTUNATE OTHER" = * 
PROBLEM, THAT IS A PROBLEM. 


KIMDEeré Crensnay 


1. "| work really hard to try to see the bigger picture and not just be a 


consumer of feminist culture." - Roxane Gay 
2."l am deliberate and afraid of nothing." - Audre Lorde 


3. "| want to be representative of my race—the human race. | have a chance 
to show how kind we can be, how intelligent and generous we can be." - 


Maya Angelou 


4. "| will not have my life narrowed down. | will not bow down to somebody 


else's whim or to someone else's ignorance." - Bell Hooks 


5. "Black women's feelings of responsibility for nurturing everyone else in the 
community are not pathological, but a response to a real need that is not 


being met." - Audre Lorde 


6. "The emotional, sexual, and psychological stereotyping of females begins 


when the doctor says, ‘It's a girl." - Shirley Chisholm 
7."lLam not wrong: Wrong is not my name." - June Jordan 


8. "We have to talk about liberating minds as well as liberating society." - 


Angela Davis 


9. "My humanity is bound up in yours, for we can only be human together." 


- Desmond Tutu 


10. "| am my best work - a series of road maps, reports, recipes, doodles, and 


prayers from the front lines." - Audre Lorde 
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11. "Black feminism is an acknowledgment that the way our bodies are perceived in the 


world is different for each of us." - Brittney Cooper 


12. "My mother told me to be a lady. And for her, that meant be your own person, be 


independent." - Ruth Bader Ginsburg 


13. "If you want me to do things only for myself, then you'll have to pay me more money. 


I'm doing things for a whole lot of other people." - Shirley Chisholm 
14. "I'd like people to think of me as someone who cares about them.” - Diana Ross 


15. "I write for those women who do not speak, for those who do not have a voice 
because they were so terrified because we are taught to respect fear more than 


ourselves. We've been taught that silence would save us, but it won't." - Audre Lorde 


16. "We're not going to have the perfect feminist world, but we can have a better world 


for women." - Roxane Gay 


stesteniesienienivslvsivsiysty steniesienieniosivsivsiysiy sly ste sie slestesivslvsly sie sly sltesleslestesivslvsivsly 


CCC EEC CECE CCC CCE Ee ee es 
17. "The single story creates stereotypes, and the problem with stereotypes is not that 


they are untrue, but that they are incomplete. They make one story become the only 


story." - Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 


18. "My mission in life is not merely to survive, but to thrive; and to do so with some 


passion, some compassion, some humor, and some style." - Maya Angelou 


19. "| am an example of what is possible when girls from the very beginning of their 
lives are loved and nurtured by people around them. | was surrounded by extraordinary 


women in my life who taught me about quiet strength and dignity." - Michelle Obama 


20. "Black women's work in the world is an act of self-love, and self-love is 


revolutionary love." - bell hooks 


ALL INEQUALITY IS NOT 
CREATED EQUAL 


— Kinbelé Crenshew 


"ile. 


21. "| am not free while any woman is unfree, even when her shackles are very 


different from my own." - Audre Lorde 


22. "'m for truth, no matter who tells it. 'm for justice, wo matter who it ts for or 
against. 'm a human being, first ana foremost, and as such, I'm for whoever 


and whatever benefits humanity as a whole." - Malcolm X 


23. "| will not have my Life warrowed down. | will wot bow down to somebody else's 


whim or to someone else's tqnorance." - Bell Hooks 
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24. "If you're tw a movement and you're not following a woman of color, You're 
tw the wrong movement." - Linda Sarsour 
25. "| am aeliberate ana afraid of wothing." - Audre Lorde 


26. "| write for young girls of color, for girls who dow't even exist yet, so that there 


is something there for them when they arrive." - Ntozake Shange 


2F. "I'm not going to sit around and be hela captive by your twability to see my 


worth." - Rebecca Walker 


28. "Black women, even if nobody else sees You, | see You. | Love You. I'm not 


going anywhere." - Tarana Burke 


29. "MY purpose... to go on with my heart ana soul, devoting all my energies to 
Girl Scouts, and heart and hana with them, we will make our lives and the lives 


of the future girls happy, healthy ana holy." - Jultette Gordon Low 


30. "We all require and want respect, man or woman, black or white. It's our baste 


human right." - Avetha Franklin 
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31. "I want to be remembered as someone who used herself and anything she could 


touch to work for justice and freedom." - Dorothy Height 


32. "I am my best work - a series of road maps, reports, recipes, doodles, and prayers 


from the front lines." - Audre Lorde 
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33. "No matter what accomplishments you make, somebody helps you." - Wilma 


Rudolph 


34. "We need to reclaim the word 'feminism.' We need the word 'feminism' back real 
bad. When statistics come in saying that only 29 percent of American women would 
describe themselves as feminist—and only 42 percent of British women—I used to 
think, what do you think feminism IS, ladies? What part of ‘liberation for women’ is 
not for you? Is it freedom to vote? The right not to be owned by the man you marry? 
The campaign for equal pay? 'Vogue' by Madonna? Jeans? Did all that good shit 
GET ON YOUR NERVES? Or were you just DRUNK AT THE TIME OF THE 
SURVEY?" - Caitlin Moran 


35. "A woman with a voice is, by definition, a strong woman." - Melinda Gates 


36. "My mother told me to be a lady. And for her, that meant be your own person, 
be independent." - Ruth Bader Ginsburg 


37. "The history of all times, and of today especially, teaches that ... women will be 
forgotten if they forget to think about themselves." - Louise Otto 


38. "Caring for myself is not self-indulgence, it is self-preservation, and that is an 


act of political warfare." - Audre Lorde 


39. "It's not my responsibility to be beautiful. I'm not alive for that purpose. My 


existence is not about how desirable you find me." - Warsan Shire 


40. "I am not wrong: Wrong is not my name." - June Jordan 


SIMPLY PUT, FEMINISM 
IS A MOVEMENT TO END 
SEXISM, SEXIST 
EXPLOITATION AND 
OPPRESSION. | LIKED 


THIS DEFINITION 
BECAUSE IT DOES NOT 
IMPLY THAT MEN WERE 

THE ENEMY. 


BELL #0085 
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41. "You don't make progress by standing on the sidelines, whimpering and 


complaining. You make progress by implementing ideas." - Shirley Chisholm 


42. "It is so liberating to really know what I want, what truly makes me 
happy, what I will not tolerate. I have learned that it is no one else's job to 


take care of me but me." - Beyoncé 


43. "The kind of beauty I want most is the hard-to-get kind that comes from 
within - strength, courage, dignity." - Ruby Dee 


44. "I am my best work - a series of road maps, reports, recipes, doodles, and 


prayers from the front lines." - Audre Lorde 


45. "When I dare to be powerful, to use my strength in the service of my 
vision, then it becomes less and less important whether I am afraid." - Audre 
Lorde 


46. "We must fight for justice for all. Fight for justice for the Black woman. 
The most disrespected person in America is the Black woman. The most 
unprotected person in America is the Black woman. The most neglected 


person in America is the Black woman." - Malcolm X 


47. "I am not afraid of storms, for I am learning how to sail my ship." - Mary 


Louise Alcott 


48. "My humanity is bound up in yours, for we can only be human together." 


- Desmond Tutu 
49. "I am deliberate and afraid of nothing." - Audre Lorde 


50. "Feminism isn't about making women strong. Women are already 
strong. It's about changing the way the world perceives that strength." - G.D. 
Anderson 


Black 
feminism is 
not white 
feminism in 
blackface 


Audre Lorde 
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LCAN FEMINISM 


https://africanfeminism.com/ 


4% AFRICAN 


FEMINISM 


1. "It was we, the people; not we, the white male citizens... who formed 
the Union." — Susan B. Anthony, On Women's Right to Vote 


2. “If particular care and attention is not paid to the ladies, we are 
determined to foment a rebellion, and will not hold ourselves bound by 
any laws in which we have no voice or representation." — Abigail 
Adams, The Letters of John and Abigail Adams (compiled by Kat 
Eschner) 


3. “I am no bird; and no net ensnares me: I ama free human being with 
an independent will." — Charlotte Bronté, Jane Eyre 


4. “If a woman have a pint and a man a quart—why can't she have her 
little pint full?" — Sojourner Truth, Ain'’t I A Woman? 


5. “I do not wish them [women] to have power over men; but over 
themselves." — Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of 
Woman 


6. “A woman is not to marry a man merely because she is asked, or 
because he is attached to her, and can write a tolerable letter." — Jane 
Austen, Emma 


7. "We cannot accept any code or creed that uniformly defrauds woman 
of all her natural rights." — Elizabeth Cady Stanton, The Woman's Bible 
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8. “Let woman's claim be as broad in the concrete as the abstract. We 
take our stand on the solidarity of humanity, the oneness of life, and 
the unnaturalness and injustice of all special favoritism, whether of sex, 
race, country, or condition. If one link of the chain is broken, the chain 
is broken. A bridge is no stronger than its weakest part, and a cause is 
not worthier than its weakest element." — Anna Julia Cooper, Women's 
Cause Is One and Universal 


9. “If we revert to history, we shall find that the women who have 
distinguished themselves have neither been the most beautiful nor the 
most gentle of their sex." — Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the 
Rights of Woman 


10. “Ships at a distance have every man's wish on board. For some they 
come in with the tide. For others, they sail forever on the same horizon, 
never out of sight, never landing until the Watcher turns his eyes away 
in resignation, his dreams mocked to death by Time. That is the life of 
men. Now women forget all those things they don't want to remember, 
and remember everything they don't want to forget. The dream is the 
truth. They then act and do things accordingly." — Zora Neale 
Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God 


"Looks like the second ferrirnist wave 
fs 2rirndirng to a hait.”" 
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Se Be fe Se Oe Be Be Se Se Be Be Be He Be Be Be Be He Be Be Be Be He fe eB Be 
fe & 
x 11. “One of the simplest paths to deep change is for the less powerful . 
& to speak as much as they listen, and for the more powerful to listen as & 
oe much as they speak.” — Gloria Steinem, My Life on the Road & 
na 12. “Who knows what women can be when they are finally free to become ~ 
& themselves? Who knows what women’s intelligence will contribute when & 
& it can be nourished without denying love?" — Betty Friedan, The & 
& Feminine Mystique & 
& | & 
~ 13. “Now, we are becoming the men we wanted to marry. Once, women ge 
e were trained to marry a doctor, not be one." — Gloria g 
4 Steinem, Outrageous Acts and Everyday Rebellions & 
ge © 
ge 14. “It is obvious that discrimination exists. Women do not have the & 
& opportunities that men do. And women that do not conform to the 4 
& system, who try to break with the accepted patterns, are stigmatized oe 
Sas ‘odd’ and ‘unfeminine.’ The fact is that a woman who aspires to be ge 
& chairman of the board, or a Member of the House, does so for exactly ge 
& the same reasons as any man. Basically, these are that she thinks she & 
~ can do the job and she wants to try." — Shirley Chisholm, We Rise & 
S. N 
R 15. “The only way for a woman, as for a man, to find herself, to know & 
fe herself as a person, is by creative work of her own." — Betty ge 
“. Friedan, The Feminine Mystique ae 
SG Se 
ge 16. “If the feminine issue is so absurd, is because the male's arrogance @ 
& made it ‘a discussion.” — Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex & 
& & 
& 17. “As the sole woman in the civil rights leadership group, I was ge 
& determined to bring wise women together to learn and gather strength fe 
& from the experience." — Dorothy Height, Open Wide the Freedom ge 
fe Gates ge 
& & 
& 18. “If I want to define myself, I first have to say, ‘Iam awoman’ all S& 
fe other assertions will arise from this basic truth. A man never begins by fe 
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& & 
~ positioning himself as an individual of a certain sex: that he is a man is e" 
ee obvious." — Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex & 
<4 SS 
e 19. “The feminine mystique says that the highest value and the only x. 
ee commitment for women is the fulfillment of their own femininity. It says ~~ 
@ that the great mistake of Western culture, through most of its history, ~~ 
4 S 
& has been the undervaluation of this femininity." — Betty Friedan, The & 
i Feminine Mystique ge 
& | | _® 
& 20. “One person plus one typewriter constitutes a movement." — Pauli & 
& Murray, Song in a Weary Throat g 
& 
ge & 
& e 
ge & 
oe 
& &. 
fe & 
& } & 
Ss AN 
ge Ns VW <xZeacese fe 
oe DOMAIN LEFT? Ls 
~~ A woman jumper? Is there any sacred male domain left? ~~ 
<N as 
fe 21. It takes a great deal of courage and independence to decide to fe 
ge design your own image instead of the one that society rewards, but it & 
= gets easier as you go along.” — Germaine Greer, The Female Eunuch x. 
“a ac 
se 22. “Power is being redefined. Women often explain with care that we ge 
fe mean power to control our lives, but not to dominate others." — Gloria fe 
‘. Steinem, Outrageous Acts and Everyday Rebellions x. 
S SA 
fe 23."The most ‘emancipated’ women ... showed a far greater capacity for fe 
fe complete sexual enjoyment.” — Betty Friedan, The Feminine Mystique fe 
"i & 


ae a 


& &. & &. & &. & &. & &. & & & & & & & & & &. & & &. & &. & & 
& me 
& & 
~ 24. “[Women] will not have to sacrifice the right to honorable ~ 
~ competition and contribution anymore than they will have to sacrifice @,° 
@ : . en até é “. 
» marriage and motherhood." — Betty Friedan, The Feminine Mystique > 
& g id ystiq ge 
& & 
& 25. “Why is it acceptable for women to be secretaries, librarians, and ~ 
~~ teachers, but totally unacceptable for them to be managers, ~~ 
< S 
» administrators, doctors, lawyers, and Members of Congress?" — Shirle . 
Se Y g yY & 
& Chisholm, We Rise & 
& & 
~ 25. “We must raise our daughters differently. We must also raise our», 
~~ sons differently.” — Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, We Should All Be g 
. = 
e Feminists ge 
7 7 ; 7 
g& 27. “Young feminists are a thrilling phenomenon: smart, bold, funny ge 
~~ defenders of rights and claimers of space—and changers of the ~~ 
ge conversation.” — Rebecca Solnit, Men Explain Things to Me ge 
. & 
~~ 28. “If women want a feminist revolution—ours is a world that is crying ~ 
~~ out for feminist revolution—then we must assume responsibility for ~ 
*S : ; — ee a; 
® drawing women together in political solidarity. That means we must ge 
ge assume responsibility for eliminating all the forces that divide women." ge 
& = — bell hooks, Ain't I a Woman Lae 
& & 
. 29. “For me, the process of embodying confidence was less about 
ge convincing myself of my own worth and more about rejecting and & 
& unlearning what society had hammered into me." — Lindy West, Shrill: fe 
fe Notes from a Loud Woman fe 
oe SA 
8 30. “You do not win by struggling to the top of a caste system, you win §& 
& by refusing to be trapped within one at all." — Naomi Wolf, The Beauty 
fe Myth & 
e * 
ait & 
& & 
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“ ; ge 
ge “Dog copying African women with bundles on their heads.” & 
x 31. “On social media, you're meant to be performing yourself...[There x 
~~ are] things that are put more on female performers, like this idea that 7 
e you're supposed to be relatable. You're supposed to be a rockstar, but & 
& you're also supposed to have a great vegan cookie recipe...What's the & 
& currency here? What are we really trading?" — St. Vincent, St. fe 
oe Vincent: Words and Music & 
ge & 
. 32. “This is not a men vs. women issue. It's about people vs. prejudice." g& 
& — Laura Bates, Everyday Sexism & 
: 33. "Some people really feel uncomfortable around women who don't hate ~ 
ge "themselves. So that's why you need to be a little bit brave." — Mindy & 
ge Kaling, Why Not Me? . 
\. . 
B34. tr | a 
. 34. “It's the mark of a backward society—or a society moving & 
& backward—when decisions are made for women by men.” — Melinda s 
ge Gates, The Moment of Lift . 
a | | oe ee 
ge 35. “Since stepping reluctantly into public life, I've been held up as the & 
ge most powerful woman in the world and taken down as an ‘angry black & 
& woman.’ I've wanted to ask my detractors which part of that phrase & 
& matters to them the most—is it ‘angry’ or ‘black’ or ‘woman'?" — Michelle ge 
fe Obama, Becoming & 
as ®. as ae m & & &. at ask ae & as ase & & ws & R & a ask ge ge & & .. 
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36. "Growing up in my generation, we were told that women need ~~ 
protection. A woman is precious and must be sheltered and cherished— ~~ 
what a load of BS! We don't need protection, we need armor." — & 
Margaret Trudeau, Certain Women of an Age ge 

g 
37. “In the United States, it's fine for a woman to claim equality so long ~~ 
as she cheerfully opts out." — Hillary Rodham Clinton, What Happened & 
ge 

38. “Success and likeability are positively correlated for men and “- 
negatively for women. When a man is successful, he is liked by both men e° 
and women. When a woman is successful, people of both genders like her g 
less." — Sheryl Sandberg, Lean In & 
ee 

39. “The easiest way to disregard a woman's voice is to package her as a ~~ 
scold." — Michelle Obama, Becoming ~~ 
ms 

40. “Being a feminist means believing that every woman should be able - 
to use her voice and pursue her potential, and that women and men should i. 
all work together to take down the barriers and end the biases that still ~ 
hold women back." — Melinda Gates, The Moment of Lift . 
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"We can take you on, but we'll have to let you go if a man, sy 

‘needs your job'." ee 
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® 
= 41. “The promise of equality is not the same as true equality." — Sheryl . 
& Sandberg, Lean In ® 
. 42. "If one man can destroy everything, why can't one girl change it?" x. 
& — Malala Yousaf zai, I Am Malala ® 
& 43. “I have chosen to no longer be apologetic for my femaleness and my ge 
x. femininity. And I want to be respected in all of my femaleness because x 
e I deserve to be." — Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, We Should All Be e 
q Feminists & 
\ 44. “You cannot easily fit women into a structure that is already coded x 
ee as male; you have to change the structure." — Mary Beard, Women and 
& Power: A Manifesto e 
“. 45. “I believe feminism is grounded in supporting the choices of women e* 
& even if we wouldn't make certain choices for ourselves.” — Roxane & 
& Gay, Bad Feminist e 
‘. 46. "No struggle can ever succeed without women participating side by “. 
& side with men. There are two powers in the world; one is the sword and . 
_ the other is the pen. There is a third power stronger than both, that of ~~ 
g women.” — Malala Yousafzai, I Am Malala 7 
“. 47. “Feminists are celebrating our victories and acknowledging our x. 
& privilege when we have it. We're simply refusing to settle. We're s 
ct refusing to forget how much work is yet to be done. We're refusing to & 
& relish the comforts we have at the expense of the women who are still ge 
S& seeking comfort." — Roxane Gay, Bad Feminist & 
& & 
& 48. “As women gain rights, families flourish, and so do societies. That e 
& connection is built on a simple truth: Whenever you include a group & 
& that's been excluded, you benefit everyone. And when you're working & 
& globally to include women and girls, who are half of every population, 
fe you re working to benefit all members of every community. Gender fe 
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equity lifts everyone. Women’s rights and society's health and wealth 
rise together." — Melinda Gates, The Moment of Lift 


49. “Women of today are still being called upon to stretch across the 
gap of male ignorance and to educate men as to our existence and our 
needs." — Audre Lorde, Sister Outsider: Essays and Speeches 


50. “My grandmother Dorothea always said that it was a combination of 
beauty and strength that made southern women ‘whiskey in a teacup.’ 
We may be delicate and ornamental on the outside, she said, but inside 
were strong and fiery." — Reese Witherspoon, 


“They say ‘A woman’s work is never done’. 


Perhaps that’s why we pay them less...” 
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DAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA, 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminism_in_the United States 


4. "Feminism is the radical votion that women are people." - Marie Shear 


2. "The future depends entirely on what each of us does every day; a movement 


is only people moving.” - Gloria Steinem 


3. "A feminist is anyone who recognizes the equality and full humanity of women 


and wen." - Gloria Steinem 


4A."I hate to hear you talk about all women as if they were fine ladies instead 


of rational creatures." - Jane Austen 
5. "Women who seek to ve equal with men lack ambition.” - Marilyn Monroe 
@. "Feminism is the ability to choose what you want to do." - Nancy Reagan 


F. "The most common way people give up their power is by thinking they dou'+ 


have any." - Alice walker 


®. "I'm wot afraid of storms, for L'm learuing how to sail my ship." - Louisa May 


Alcott 
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Qa." womaw is like a tea bag — you can't tell how strong she is until you put her 


in hot water." - Eleanor Roosevelt 


10. "The question isn't who's going to let me; it's who's going to stop me." - Ayn 
Rand 


{ NO,YOU \__/ EVERYBODY ~~, 
| CAN'T HAVE pm KNOINS FEMALE 

| YOUR OWN / | DRIVEN FILMS DON'T | 
\. MOVIE. /  \ MAKE ANY MONEY, / 
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. "lam no bird; and no net ensnares me: | am a free human being with an independent will.” - Charlotte 


Bronté 
12. "Well-behaved women seldom make history." - Laurel Thatcher Ulrich 
13. "Women are the real architects of society." - Harriet Beecher Stowe 


14. "| am not free while any woman is unfree, even when her shackles are very different from my own." - 


Audre Lorde 
a. "| am not wrong: Wrong is not my name.” - June Jordan 


16. "| want to be representative of my race—the human race. | have a chance to show how kind we can be, 


how intelligent and generous we can be." - Maya Angelou 


17."] will not have my lite narrowed down. | will not bow down to somebody else's whim or to someone else's 


ignorance.” - Bell Hooks 
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18. "There is no limit to what we, as women, can accomplish." - Michelle Obama 


19. "| write for those women who do not speak, for those who do not have a voice because they were so 
terrified because we are taught to respect fear more than ourselves. We've been taught that silence would 


save us, but it won't." - Audre Lorde 


20. "If you want something said, ask a man; if you want something done, ask a woman." - Margaret Thatcher 


CRITICISMOR RADICAL f 
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PUY AT 
a1. "The empowered womnam ts powerful beyond measure and beautiful beyond 
description." - Steve Maraboli 


22. "A feminist is amyone who believes tn the power of women just as much as 


they believe in the power of amyone else." - Meghan Markle 
23. "Don't let amyone tell you you're weak because you're a woman." - Mary Komnn 


24."We are the women our parents warned us against, and we are proud." - Gloria 


Steumenn 


25. "Femnimisin isin't about mnnalkiinge women strong. Women are already strong. It's 


about changing the way the world perceives that strength." - G.D. Anderson 
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26. "I nvyself have never been able to find out precisely what feminism is: I only 
know that people call me a feminist whenever I express sentiments that 


differentiate inne from a doomnoat." - Rebecca West 


27. "Feminism has never been about getting a job for ome woman. It's about 
making life more fair for women everywhere. It's not about a piece of the 
existing pie; there are too many of us for that. It's about baking a mew pie." - 


Gloria Stetmenn 


28. "The only way to deal with gender is to mot talk about it. It should just be what 


it is." = Felicity Jomes 
29. "The nnost courageous act is still to think for yourrself. Aloud." = Coco Chanel 


30. "I think women are foolish to pretend they are equal to men; they are far 


superior and always have been." - Willian Golding 


MEH, T DON’T IDENTIFY AS BUT FEMINISM IS 
A PEMINIST BECAUSE I 


_ SUPPORT GENDER 


31. "Feminism is the notion that we should gach be free to develop our own 


talents and not be held baek by man-madg barriers." - Shirley Chisholm 


32. "We ean complain bgeause ros¢g bushes have thorns, or r¢joicg because 


thorns have roses." - Alphonse Karr 
bbb bbb bbb bbbbbhbb baba? bpp iiii babii 
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33. "Ai strong woman understands that the gifts such as logic, decisivengss, 


and strength arg just as femining as intuition and gmotional conngection. She 


valugs and us¢s all of her gifts." - Nancy Rathburn 


34. "| am not afraid of storms, for I am Izarning how to sail my ship." ~ Mary 


louise Aleott 


35. "We n¢gd women who arg so strong they ean be gentle, so gducated they 
ean be humble, so figreg they ean be compassionatg, 80 passionate they can 


be rational, and so disciplined they ean be free." - Kavita Ramdas 


36. "I myself have never beegn able to find out precisely what feminism is: I only 
know that pgople call mg a feminist whenever | express s¢ntiments that 


differentiate me from a doormat." - Rebgeca West 


37. "Men should think twieg before making widowhood wom¢n's only path to 


power." - Gloria Stzingm 


38. "l think gvgry woman in our eulturg is a feminist. They may refus¢g to 
articulate it, but if you werg to take any woman back 40 ygars and say, 'Is this 


a world gou want to live in?' They would say, 'No." - figlen Mirren 
39. "Feminism is the radical notion that women arg pgople." -~ Cheris Kramarag 


40."The most common way people give up their power is by thinking they don't 
have ang." - liege Walker 
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41. ’To tell a woman everything she cannot do is to tell her what she can.” - 


Spanish Proverb 


42. »Women are leaders everywhere you look—from the CEO who runs a 
Fortune 500 company to the housewife who raises her children and heads her 
household, Our country was built by strong women, and we will continue to 


break down walls and defy stereotypes.” - Nancy Pelosi 


43, »The idea that women are innately gentle is a fantasy, and a historically 
recent one. Kali, the Hindu goddess of destruction, is depicted as wreathed in 
male human skulls; the cruel entertainments of the Romans drew audiences as 
female as they were male; Boudicca led her British troops bloodily into battle.” 


- Naomi Wolf 


44, »T myself have never been able to find out precisely what feminism is: I only 
know that people call me a feminist whenever I express sentiments that 


differentiate me from a doormat.” - Rebecca West 


45, ”In the future, there will be no female leaders. There will just be leaders.” - 


Sheryl Sandberg 


46, ”I declare to you that woman must not depend upon the protection of man, 
but must be taught to protect herself, and there I take my stand.” - Susan B. 
Anthony 


47,” A woman with a voice is, by definition, a strong woman.” - Melinda Gates 


48. >Human rights are women’s rights, and women’s rights are human rights.” 


- Hillary Clinton 


49, *I think the girl who is able to earn her own living and pay her own way 
should be as happy as anybody on earth. The sense of independence and security 


is very sweet.” - Susan B, Anthony 
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50. ”We need to live in a culture that values and respects and looks up to and 


idolizes women as much as men.” - Emma Watson 
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This is Not Feminism. 


j SCPENTISTS 
WAYE MEARD | 


SESTETETE™ETETESTETESTTETTETETETTETTTETETET™TTETETETETTET™TETTETETTETTE™ETETETETETE™ETECTETETELTEETTS 
SESESSESTETETETETTETETETETETETETEETTETTETETETEETTETETETETETEETTETETETETEETTETETETETETEEEESTES 


i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i 


Characteristics of 


FEMINISM 


oR A a 2 aK 2 og 2 2 2 A Ko KK 2 GOK oR OK oR OK KK OK OB OK OK RK KK OK 


Ethnicity 


Religion Gender 


class — — > th, ye 
x L “s 


(DisjJability 


@® @ @ 


Feminism is a social, political, and cultural movement that seeks to establish equal 
rights, opportunities, and representation for women and people of all genders. 


Feminism aims to challenge and eliminate gender-based discrimination, sexism, and 
oppression in all aspects of society, including law, politics, culture, and the economy. 


Feminism recognizes that women and people of marginalized genders have 
historically been marginalized and oppressed, and works towards creating a more 
just and equitable society for all. 


Feminism can take many forms, from advocacy and activism to scholarly research 
and community organizing. 


Characteristics 
Feminism is a diverse movement, and there is no one-size-tits-all set of characteristics that apply to every feminist. However, 
there are some common themes and beliefs that tend to be shared among feminists. 


Here are some possible characteristics of feminism: 


|. Belief in gender equality: Feminists believe that women and people of all genders should have equal rights, 
opportunities, and treatment. 


2. Critique of gender-based oppression: Feminists recognize that gender-based oppression, including sexism, misogyny, 


and patriarchy, is a pervasive and harmtul force in society. 


Cem =| 
i 3.Advocacy for women’s rights: Feminists work to advance women’s rights in a wide range of areas, such as i 


I reproductive rights, economic justice, and ending gender-based violence. i 

4 Intersectional analysis: Feminists understand that gender-based oppression intersects with other forms of oppression, 
such as racism, classism, ableism, and homophobia. Intersectional feminism seeks to address these overlapping 

i forms of oppression. i 

i g.Emphasis on collective action: Feminism often involves collective action, such as organizing protests, creating i 


community networks, or supporting women-led organizations. 


I I 
6.Diversity of approaches: Feminism encompasses a wide range of approaches and perspectives, from grassroots 
: activism to academic scholarship. Feminists may also have different views on certain issues or tactics. : 
i 7. Continual learning: Feminists strive to continue learning and growing in their understanding of gender-based i 


oppression and the experiences of people from diverse backgrounds. 


Feminism is very important tor the following major reasons: 


I I 
I I 
; e Promoting gender equality: Feminism is dedicated to achieving gender equality and ending gender-based discrimination : 
i and oppression. By promoting equal rights and opportunities for people of all genders, feminism helps to create a more i 
just and equitable society. 


e Empowering women: Feminism works to empower women and people of marginalized genders to speak up, be heard, and 


I I 
take action to improve their lives and the lives of others. 
: e Challenging harmful gender norms: Feminism challenges harmful gender norms and stereotypes that limit people's : 
i potential based on their gender. This can include challenging expectations around traditional gender roles, appearance, i 


and behavior. 


e Addressing intersectional oppression: Feminism recognizes that gender-based oppression intersects with other forms : 
: of oppression, such as racism, classism, ableism, and homophobia. By addressing these intersecting forms of : 
i oppression, feminism seeks to create a more inclusive and equitable society for all. i 
e Promoting diversity and inclusion: Feminism celebrates diversity and seeks to create an inclusive society that values 
and respects people from all backgrounds. 
e Supporting reproductive rights: Feminism advocates for reproductive rights and access to healthcare, including the 
i right ta make decisions about one's own body, and the right to access sate and legal abortion services. i 
e Promoting education and awareness: Feminism promotes education and awareness about gender-based oppression and 


its effects on individuals and society. By raising awareness and promoting education, feminism seeks to create a more 


informed and engaged society that is better equipped to address gender inequality. 


: ELEVAN Facts about Feminism 


|. Feminism is defined as the belief in the social, political, and economic equality of the sexes. 


: 2.Jhe goal of feminism is to challenge the systemic inequalities women face on a daily basis. : 
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i 3. Contrary to popular belief feminism has nothing to do with belittling men, in fact feminism does not I 


support sexism against either gender. Feminism works towards equality, not female superiority. 


4 Feminists respect individual, informed choices and believe there shouldn't be a double standard in judging a 


I person. Everyone has the right to sexual autonomy and the ability to make decisions about when, how and I 
I I 
with whom to conduct their sexual life. 
g. There isn't just one type of feminism, there are a variety of feminist groups including: girlie feminist, 


third-wave feminist, pro-sex feminist, and so on. All these groups aim to deal with different types of 


discrimination women, and sometimes men, face. 


| 6. Women earn 78 cents for every dollar a man makes. | 
7. Only 17% of the seats in Congress are held by women. 
i 8. Although 48% of law school graduates and 40% of law firm associates are female, women make up only i 
22% of tederal-level and 26% of state-level judgeships. 
4. Even in the (0 top paying jobs for women, females earn less than men; only one career, speech pathology, 
i pays the same regardless of gender. i 
\0. Despite previous attempts to ratify a UN treaty guaranteeing the elimination of all forms of 
discrimination against women, the U.S. refuses to support an international bill of rights for women signed 
by nearly every other nation on the planet. 
|. What feminists want the world to know, or at least acknowledge is the different ways men and women are : 
i treated, and although there have been great strides towards equality, women and men are far from i 
, playing on the same field. , 
Women's Suffrage in the Progressive Era 


Immediately after the Civil War, Susan B. Anthony, a strong and outspoken advocate of women's ! 
rights, demanded that the Fourteenth Amendment include a quarantee of the vote for women as well 
as for African-American males. In 1869, Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton founded the National 
Woman Suffrage Association. Later that year, Lucy Stone, Julia Ward Howe, and others formed the 
American Woman Suffrage Association. However, not until the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment 


in 1919 did women throughout the nation gain the right to vote. 


During the late (00s and early IS00s, women and women's organizations not only worked to gain 


Bgo8 ee the right to vote, they also worked for broad-based economic and political equality and for social 
reforms. Between l880 and (910, the number of women employed in the United States increased from 2.6 million to 7.8 million. Although women 
began to be employed in business and industry, the majority of better paying positions continued to go to men. At the turn of the century, 60 


i percent of all working women were employed as domestic servants. In the area of politics, women gained the right to control their earnings, i 


i own property, and, in the case of divorce, take custody of their children. By 1896, women had gained the right to vote in four states (Wyoming, i 
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Colorado, Idaho, and Utah). Women and women's organizations also worked on behalf of many social and reform issues. By the beginning of 
the new century, women’s clubs in towns and cities across the nation were working to promote suffrage, better schools, the regulation of child 


labor, women in unions, and liquor prohibition. 


Not all women believed in equality for the sexes. Women who upheld traditional gender roles argued that politics were improper for women. 
Some even insisted that voting might cause some women to "grow beards.” The challenge to traditional roles represented by the struggle for 


political, economic, and social equality was as threatening to some women as it was to most men. 


10 Ways in Which Feminism is Misunderstood 


There are many ways Feminism is misunderstood by men and women equally. Here are the ways the term is misunderstood universally 


|, The Macho - Feminists 


Some women/men think feminism means to behave like men. Talk, walk and behave like men. 

Social scientist thinks women behaving like men is more a semantic trick than a true scientific explanation. In fact these women seem to have 
a higher regard to men and hence feel inferior from inside as a woman- and hence the man like behavior. 

Elizabeth Cashdan from Department of Anthropology, University of Utah, however reports that such behaviors can also be due to hormonal 
changes. 


2. The Misandrist behavior - Hatred Toward Men 


Some women go a step ahead and try to overpower men. They want to earn more than men, they want to become more powertul in office than 
their counterparts. 
There are cases where women try not to have any association with men and try to avoid them totally. 


3. The Shy Feminists 


Who is a feminist? Is there a woman who does not support her own self? However there still seem some women who feel calling themselves a 
feminist is to say she is arrogant. 


4. Feminists Should Always Raise Their Voices 


This is something like a unsaid rule to some who call themselves feminists. They always need to raise their voice where ever they are, that 
seems to them that they are some superpower. 

They keep repeating “| am feminist in every forum’ 

Hops! | am really sorry, but every women is powerful in a lot of ways and the ones who know that, keep quite, enjoy the power. Shouting does 
not actually bring the power to you! 


g. You Need to Join Women Clubs 


This is another seemingly affluent group of feminists, who want to speak about feminism in high teas and over cups of coffees. 
They actually do not know the ground reality of women in the society. They enjoy great sophistication, and feel women are tortured with too 
much burden of not having freedom of spending much. 


6. The Fighters 


These are women who are ready to pick fight the moment men mention the word’ woman’ 
In fact, these are women who think all men are offenders. 


7. Women Against Feminism 


| know you are as surprised as me, yes! there are some women who are against feminism! 
These women feel that feminism means to hate men, so they do not want to hate men and hence are against feminism. 
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There are numerous facebook and twitter groups for these women too! 


8. Only Women Can Be Feminists 


There are many men who look at women equal to men and give equal respect. However there are women who think men can never be feminists. 


9, The Doormat Tendency 


There are women who think that if they show that their support to feminism they would be misunderstood to be misandrists and accept to be 
bullied and mistreated. 
Such doormat behavior in fact makes them an easy prey to be ruled by men. 


10. The Shamers 


Finally the shamers - these are feminists who make every other woman in her vicinity like a fly on the wall. belittling other women seems to 
be her hobby and makes it a rule to join men and make fun of other women. 
These women think to shame other women who do not think as her is feminism. 
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Forty years ago, American women launched a liberation movement for freedom 
and equality. They achieved a revolution in the western world and created a 
Vision for women and airls everywhere. Today, women's economic and social 
participation is considered a standard requirement for a nation's healthy 
democratic development. 


But there is a need vow, in the opening years of the 21st century, to rethink 
feminism. There are uew challenges and new poteutial allies that didu'+ exist in 
the mid-20+n century, 


Islamic fundamentalism threatens women all over the world. wherever they 
have gained power, Islamists have denied women their essential humanity and 
dignity. Islamic fundamentalism is not conservative religion but a fascist 
political movement that aims for world domination. Many feminists are out of 
touch with the realities of the war that has been declared against the secular, 
Judeo-Christian, modern west. They are still romanticizing and cheering for 
Third world anti-colonialist movements, without a realistic view of what will 
happen to the global status of women if the Islamists win, Many feminists 
continue to condemn the United States, a country in which, for the most part, 
their ideas have triumphed. 


Accompanying the rise in Lslamic fundamentalism is an increase in auti-Semitism 
and auti-Zionism. Twemutieth-century feminists condemned racism but never 


considered hatred of Jews a form of racism. As a result, they continue to deny, 
minimize or even support anti-Semitism in the name of opposing racism. 


The exponential growth of the global sex trade is also a threat to the dignity 
and survival of women and girls. Sex trafficking is a modern form of slavery for 
many girls, especially those who are poor and uneducated, The sexual revolution 
benefited women in some ways, but it also fueled sexual liveralism, which has 
resulted in the increasing normalization of prostitution. Feminists have been 
hampered in their response to this threat because there are divisions within 
feminism about the nature of prostitution: Is it a form of work that should be 
legalized or a human rights violation that should ve abolished? 


Can we imagine telling our daughters that they can grow up to be "sex workers," 
that prostitution is vow a Jol like any other? Millions of victims of trafficking 
are enslaved in the sex trade and dying of ALDS. This international human 
riahts crisis should be met with feminist moral clarity. we must recognize that 
prostitution is inherently harmful. We must actively oppose the traffickers, the 
pimps and the men who patronize the brothels. 


In the past, when faced with choosing allies, feminists made compromises. To 
gain the support of the liberal left, feminists acquiesced in the exploitation of 
women in the pornography trade -- in the name of free speech. The issue of 
abortion has prevented most feminists from considering working with 
conservative or faith-based groups. Feminists are right to support 
reproductive rights and sexual autonomy for women, but they should stop 
demonizing the conservative and faith-based groups that could be better allies 
on some issues than the liberal left has been. 


In the past feminists interpreted freedom of religion to mean freedom from 
religion. Too often they have viewed organized religion only as a dangerous form 
of patriarchy, when i+ can also be a system of law and ethics that benefits 
women, Too often feminists base their views of religious groups on outdated 
stereotypes. Groups that were hostile to feminism 40 years ago now take 
women's freedom and equality as a given. For example, faith-vased groups have 
become international leaders in the fight against sex trafficking, 


Human rights work is uot the province of any one ideology. Saving lives and 
defending freedom are more important than loyalty to an outdated and too- 
limited feminist sisterhood, Surely after 40 years feminists are mature enough 
+o form coalitions with those with whom they agree on some issues and disagree 
on others, 


Twemty-first-century feminists need to become a force for literate, civil 
democracies. They must oppose dictatorships and totalitarian movements that 
crush the liberty and rights of people, especially women and girls. They would ve 
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wise to abandon multicultural relativism and instead uphold a universal standard 
of human rights. They should demand that all girls have the opportunity to 
reacn their full potential instead of living and dying in the gulaas of the sex 
trade. 


Twenty-first-century feminists need to reassess the global threats to women 
and wen, rethink their vision, rekindle their passion and work in solidarity with 
pro-democracy forces around the world to liberate humanity from all forms of 
tyranny and slavery, 
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Introduction 


Feminism seeks to create equity in the social and cultural constructs that perceive the female gender as 
being inferior to their male counterparts. In the Zlst Century, feminists have involved in the fight for 
equality, not only in the family setup but also in society. A strive for gender equality, hence, exists, with 
constant improvements being made to eradicate the usurpation of women by men. Intervention by the 
feminist movements, therefore, seeks to fight for the right of women in social aspects such as work since 
the women seek equal rights for them to validate their productiveness. Feminists also sensitize women on 
their attitudes towards work, and this is because women are supposed to strike a balance between 
professional work and taking care of the family. The feminists seek to enact laws that protect them against 
sexual harassment, under-representation in political scenes, and also the freedom of choices in issues 
such as abortion and pregnancy. This paper seeks to evaluate the role of feminism in the 2ist Century and 
highlight the achievements of feminists in the ZIst Century as they change the construction of society to 
accommodate women and take care of the equality of the rights of women in different contexts. 


Literature review 


Various scholars are involved in the study of the concept of feminism concerning its role in the ZIst Century. 
According to (Millner, Moore & Cole,144), the feminist definition should get interrogated to ascertain 


whether it is of a broader aspect touching on the issue of validation of women's individualism, which is 
mistaken for the fight for equal rights. The scholar justifies this claim by mentioning that the last 40 years 
of the Zist Century have witnessed many ideological positions that get analyzed for their effectiveness, and 
this invalves distinguishing between the feminist beliefs and separating them from notions of feminism as 
a cultural movement. Feminists are driven into activism by the conditions in the society, such as the current 
trends, which include the women under-representation in positions of power. According to (Hatef,2), 
feminism gets politicized, and such takes the form of media coverage of female politicians. Media influences 
the perceptions of the public based on the concepts covered. The media representations of feminist icons 
and role models create a politicization of the issue. This aspect is such that the public description of 
feminism makes the underrepresented of women in political roles evident and hence creates a political 
turmoil resulting from the revolt by feminists. Such media includes TV shows which portray controversial 
messages about feminism and the apposition of male dominance. 


A study of the representation of various concepts from the media results in the challenge of the existing 
power structures in the society by the feminists in pursuit of their fight for equality. The history of feminism 
is one that is achievable through the study of the cultural beliefs on the construction of the society such 
that the community was an oppressive one. Hence, according to (McCarver, 22), the repression of the 
women made them pursue individual efforts to eliminate the barrier of oppression that faced them. Another 
scholar (Hirshman.27) provides a different account of feminism such that the scholar mentions that 
feminism is a result of feminist liberalization, which seeks to reduce the isolation of mothers and to create 
a strong base for women. The scholar, (Ferguson, ZU) provides a different version of feminism by 
mentioning that feminism originates from a passion for making feminism appeal accessible to as many 
women as possible. [his appeal is intended to attract women who view the political and social practices as 
one that includes them from participation and one that is judgmental based on gender. The attraction of 
Many women into the feminism affiliation is possible since many aspects of the society are judgmental 
towards women, depicted by such attributes as under-representation of women in the political docket, and 
hence this claim is justifiable. 


Role of feminism on abortion and pregnancy in the 2ist Century 


Feminism largely influences the issue of pregnancy and abortion in the 2Ist Century since women are 
involved in both. The women in the ZIst Century take advantage of feminism such that they use the feminist 
approach to validate their decision-making when it comes to issues such as abortion and pregnancy. 
Women have found freedom in the choice of deciding on these aspects in the ZIst Century with or without 
the involvement of men. The feminist perspective of equal rights quarantees that women enjoy the benefit 
of individual decision-making since women have a significant contribution to decisions involving pregnancy, 
abortion, and family matters involving motherhood. [he abortion debate hence raises a controversy as to 
whether the legalization of abortion is dependent upon a choice by an individual's right or whether the 
abortion is one that depends upon the decision made by an individual. 


Feminism, hence, arises several issues that extend beyond the aspect of abortion. Such problems include 
the preference of formula over breastfeeding, screening of the women in the post-natal state, and also 
childcare. Women hence have the liberty to choose the best techniques that they preter based on their 
experiences on the use of these techniques or even on the experiences of the other women. This freedom 
of choice results from the feminist perspective of the right of autonomous decision-making capability. 
Feminism, therefore, plays a significant role in ensuring that women celebrate and take pride in their 
freedom of decision-making in issues regarding children and family in the 2Ist Century. 


Role of feminism on women working professionally in the 2ist Century 


Women in the 2lst Century are no longer get perceived as caretakers of the families. Still, they are also 
entrusted with the economic value of the generation of money to propel the family forward. This success 
of women in the working environment is guaranteed by feminism, which ensures the rights of the women 
to work are respected. According to (Greentield, 86), women's rights and freedom of choice get based on 
gender equality, and feminism seeks to protect these factors. Women are allowed to make a choice on their 
job and career aspirations as they try to find an income to sustain their families based on the feminist 
option of equal rights of employment and job pursuing. The demands of both the job environment and the 
family hence act as a stumbling block to the coordination of the two by the women, and therefore this is 
taken care of by the women's balance of the two concepts. The women face a situation where the family 
could easily break due to the limited capacity of the woman to satisfy both the job and family matters and 
also on being labeled by society as being a bad mother. 


The exclusion of women trom the working environment seeks to justify the low probability of taking care of 
work and the family as well. Still, feminists in the ZIst Century have changed this perception by the advocacy 
of rights of women to equal employment opportunities as their male counterparts. Hence, equality 
guarantees that the women make their choices based on their individual preferences of work, and they 
make this decision based on their capability to handle both the family matters and the work matters as 
well. Feminism also has advocated for non-discrimination in the job sector in the ZIst Century by lifting the 
labels of gender-specific work and allowing the work to be pursued based on choice and passion. 


Role of feminism in sexuality in the 2ist Century 


Feminists fight for the rights of women on matters regarding the sexuality of women in the Zist Century. 
The women face discrimination in their places of work. Hence, this calls for the intervention by lawmakers 
for the enactment of laws that protect women against harassment based on gender and also on other 
aspects such as race and religious affiliation. Feminists detine sexual harassment as any practice that 
degrades women, from derogatory speech to sexual assault in the form of rape. Feminists fight for the 
rights of women from sexual harassment, especially in places of work since, in the Z2Ist Century, workplaces 
have an almost equal representation of men and women. The women face sexual abuse from the men at 
the places of work, which threaten them with firing, and this intimidates the women into bowing to pressure 
and accepting the sexual advances. According to (Mousli & Roustang-Stoller, 10), the abuse that women 


face in their places of work results in self-doubt in the victim on how the society shall perceive them after 
they blow the whistle. Several questions get mentioned that the victims ask themselves, such as the desire 
for the victim to get the job driving them into sexual exploitation, the question as to whether the society 
shall view the victim negatively after that. Another problematic issue to the victim is if the victim allowed 
for the victimizer to perform the vice unto them, and the question is if the society shall perceive the victim 
as the one who agreed to the abuse. This fact makes the majority of the victims silent over mistreatment 
issues for decades. Feminists, therefore, play a pivotal role in eradicating sexual harassment in the 
workplace and also in society through setting up civil rights to sexual harassment and informing the women 
on due legal procedures to undertake in case of sexual abuse. 


Conclusion 


Feminism has played a significant role in the Zist Century by shaping up society's perceptions of women 
regarding their ability to access equal rights with their male counterparts. The feminist movements of the 
2\st Century seek to enact policies that protect women's rights since feminists expose discrimination and 
find solutions for the affected people. Feminists in the 2lst Century have been successful in their quest for 
equality in the workplace such that men and women work in coordination with each other. Hence, both 
genders have equal rights in issues of work based on flexibility, which takes care of the interests of these 
people. In the ZIst Century, the equal representation of women in the positions of political powers is also 
part of the success since society is now allowing women to assume positions of leadership and allowing 
them to come up with policies that pertain to social issues. The women, therefore, can enjoy rights such as 
individual decision-making on sensitive matters that relate to their involvement, such as abortion and family 
issues. Thus, the feminist's advocacy for the right to make these choices ensures that the women make a 
decision that best satisfies them. This advocacy ensures that the oppression that they initially faced is 
lifted off, and hence the women can enjoy these benefits such as freedom from employment discrimination. 
Thus, the involvement of women in the issues that improve the situation of the families ensures that 
feminism is a decisive factor in society. However, toxic feminism should get condemned since it tries to 
revert the situation and inflict torment on the men. 
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Abstract 


This article focuses on two sites in late 20th to early ZIst century Malayali society to examine the 
transformative effects of global flows on the gender dynamics of each—labour and feminist interventions— 
to reflect on the shape of, and resistance to, post-liberalisation patriarchy in Kerala. As is well known, 
labour migration to the Persian Gulf from Kerala trom the 970s has been a decisive flow that has impacted 
all aspects of lite in the state. Its impact on the family as a procreative unit has, however, been only probed 
superticially. | argue that the opening of the global job market, combined with other features of 
contemporary Malayali society, has transformed the very functioning of the nuclear family unit. In feminist 
politics, global flows have led to the surtacing of several ‘regulative universals’, and these flows take place 
through a variety of channels. The clash now is no longer between the indigenous and the foreign, but 
between ‘glocally generated’ hybrids. 
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ABSTRACT-The moment we hear the word ‘Feminism,’ a variety of images come to our mind, wherein 
women coming on the streets to fight for their rights emerges. One could imagine a staunch feminist 
woman arguing for their rights without listening to anyone around. A bit scary and a bit funny image arises. 
But to my surprise, | don’t understand why women have to fight for their rights? Do men have to fight for 
their rights, then why do women have to fight for their rights? 


Although there is no specific definition of the term ‘Feminism,’ Dictionary calls it - the advocacy of women’s 
rights on the ground of the equality of sexes. The movement started in the late 19» century, and even in 
the 21« century, we are still fighting. 


In this paper, we will be discussing the three Waves of Feminism and the need for the Fourth Wave of 
Feminism. Also, the paper would specifically focus on women of India as we have enough variety in terms 
of different societies, cultural backgrounds & even economic backgrounds. We are thus covering all the 
aspects of Feminism, along with a bit of black Feminism. We all tend to imagine an image of a multitasking 
mother who has 8-10 hands who takes care of her children, husband, family, work, household chores, and 
whatnot. But society has somewhere deep down in our minds cultivated this idea where a woman is always 
taking care of everyone, and a man will always go out and work for someone who goes out and earns. The 
question arises, Is it a reality, don’t women fail? Don’t they get tired? Is the image of women as ‘Devi’ as 
we Call it in India a reality? | feel a woman should be accepted as a human being; she is not a Devi — she is 
a woman, a human who can make mistakes and learns from her mistakes just as any other man does. These 
stereotypes tend to put women on a pedestal from where it is not easy to be a human. 


Key Words: Feminism, Fourth Wave of Feminism, Stereotypes, Black Feminism. 


INTRODUCTION 


Wikipedia states - Feminism is a range of social movements, political movements and ideologies that aim 
to define, establish and achieve the political, economic, personal, and social equality of sexes. The above 
definition states a brief view of what is Feminism all about, but there are various layers to it. Feminism as 
a movement — First wave of Feminism started during the 19. and early 20» century, the First wave mainly 
focused on promoting women’s right to vote. The second wave of Feminism began in the mid 20* century 
for legal and social rights of women. In contrast, the third wave of feminism started in the late 20* century 
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in around 1992 that focused on individuality and diversity of women. An urge for Fourth Wave of Feminism 
arose in the 21+ century that adopted social media to fight against the various injustice against women. 


First Wave of Feminism 


Till now every individual knows what Feminism is? We don’t have to explain it around. During the 1850s 
First Wave of Feminism started, and we have discussed the same in brief at the introduction. But India had 
a different scenario altogether; in India, we were not fighting for Right to Vote, our priority was to abolish 
Sati culture. In Sati custom, a widow will die with her husband at his funeral pyre. We also had another 
problem of Child Marriage; Dowry related violence against women, custodial rape and sex-selective 
abortion. It was during the period, we were under the colonial rule of Britishers. According to Maitrayee 
Chaudhari, unlike the western movements of feminism, Indian Feminism was initiated by men and later on 
carried over by women. As an individual movement, Feminism started quite later in Maharashtra by Savitri 
Phule who started a school for girls in 1848, While first feminist literature—Stri Purush Tulna (A Comparision 
between Men and Women) by Tarabai Shinde was published in 1882. The work protested against the upper 
caste patriarchy and the caste system in India. To stay in a dominant male society and write a text (pamphlet 
initially published in Marathi) against men and the customs set by the patriarchal system needs a real spark. 
The work was a response to a newspaper article in Pune Vaibhav that criticised women in general. 


The text started by Tarabai Shinde with a question to gods and | quote; it says. 


“Let me ask you, something Gods! You are omnipotent and freely accessible to all. You said to be 
completely impartial. What does that mean? That you have never been known to be partial. But wasn’t it 
you who created both men and women? Then why did you grant happiness only to men and brand women 
with nothing but agony? Your will was done! But poor women have had to suffer for it down the ages,” 


The text says it all. No reference is required to understand the same. The text was criticised a lot initially 
and only got recognition when it was republished in 1975. 


Pandita Ramabai also criticised Patriarchy and caste system in Hinduism during the first phase and married 
outside her caste and turned to Christianity. 


The first phase for any movement is considered as a crucial phase and India had to fight a lot. 


When we talk about the Second or Third Wave of Feminism the same may not be applicable for India as 
First Wave of Feminism started really late. Hence whether we call it Fourth Wave of Feminism of Second 
Wave they are one and the same for India. 


Fourth Wave of Feminism 


Fourth Wave of Feminism focuses on the injustice prevailing in terms of sexual assault, rape, harassment 
at workplace, acid attacks & violence against women. Till date, women had many achievements in terms of 
the right to vote, equal rights in property, child custody, equal rights in marriage and parenting. All these 
laws are available in the book of the law and violating these laws result in punishment, but a question arises 
why do we have to make law for these things? Do men have to fight for their place in a family? Did they 
struggle to get their rights in their parental property? The answer is NO, then why do women have to fight? 
Feminism accordingly should not be a struggle for the right of women the fight has to be for equality not in 
the eyes of the law but in the eyes of every individual, society; everyone be it a man or a woman. 


Today we see women working in the male-dominant areas and few of the women achievers of our century 
are Gita Gopinath (1* Indian Woman) — Chief Economist at International Monetary Fund (IMF). Hima 
Das/Dhing Express (1« Indian athlete) won gold at IAAF World under 20 Athletics Championship. Mary Com 
created world history by winning 6« gold at the World Boxing Championship. Avani Chaturvedi, Aruna Reddy, 
Dhivya Suryadevara, Padmasree Warrior, Komal Mangtani, Indu Malhotra, Sudha Balakrishnan, Debjhani 
Ghosh and many more... Just name a field, and you will find Indian women at the top. These prove that our 
society has potential. What we need to do is just a little push. 
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First of all, every child must get an education, after that, the said norms, or we may say stereotypical 
thoughts say, a man must do these things while a woman must do the other. Eg. A boy must have a hair cut 
and have small hair while a girl must have long hair, who decides these roles, | feel the decision should be 
personal. A boy may feel like keeping his hair long and even a ponytail or braided one, while a girl may 
decide to have short hair. In the 21* century, we have crossed these barriers in terms like no one may 
question you for having the hairstyle you want, but our society is yet to be upgraded in this version of our 
lifestyle. 


The question is why a child is every time poked that you must do this, you must not do that based on their 
gender. Why is blue explicitly the colour of a boy and pink the colour of girl, Cant they have different 
choices? An example could be whenever we go to malls and toy shops we find segregation of items/toys 
that interest boys (and they may even colour the section blue) while a portion of items/toys that interest 
girls (with pink colour). Who makes these differences? These are nothing but a clear example of 
discrimination. The interest of a child must be decided by a child itself and not some pattern of choices that 
create a stereotypical image in the minds of sellers. 


The example quoted above is a small one, just a primary thought. However, there are ‘n’ number of 
discriminations taking place in our society, and we find them reasonable because even we have learnt it 
the same way. Also, | learnt the same style and did not find any issues with that. However, the way things 
are presented, | think even deciding on.a small toy should not be a gender base perception as this is a base 
of a child’s future decisions. 


Women face many issues on an everyday basis where people (here people include men and women both) 
judge women. They have this stereotypical notion that women are good for a few things while men are 
good at others. It discourages the thought of trying; women don’t even try to step in that masculine sphere 
of work. But women have attempted and proved the notion to be wrong. But it is also essential to remove 
this notion from the minds of society. It is not an impossible mission, but yes we have to prove ourselves 
time and again as these stereotypical thoughts are drilled to our subconscious mind in a way that they seem 
reasonable to us. We don’t find any gender discrimination when we tell a girl child to behave, to talk and 
even dress in a particular way, making her realise that it is different to be a woman. 


Our so-called experts of society have the view that Mother Nature has made us different physically. True, 
but Mother Nature has never been biased to us. Sun never rises only for men or suspends extra light for 
men; neither do winds go a little slow for women as they are so-called delicate dolls which might not be so 
strong as men. Mother Nature has never differentiated between any of her children then why do humans 
behave differently? 


Our media/film industry is also not untouched by the stereotypes. Cinema / Movies / Daily Soaps / Dramas 
everything we visualize on the big screen has a predetermined image/notion of men, women, their image, 
their body language etc. In Indian Cinema our society readily accepts an old man having an affair with a 19 
year old girl where we have a superstar male hero and a talented young actress, but if anything opposite is 
displayed the same will not be accepted by the society. In short if a movie displays another way round, the 
same might not even work for a week in theatres. Female Leads in Indian Cinemas are the so-called ‘Pretty 
Dolls’ at the display poster who have no specific role except to dance with the hero and support him to 
entertain, while the whole story will move around the male protagonist — his fight/ his love/ his 
achievements/his anger etc. Although Indian Cinema has few strong female protagonist roles as well where 
the story will move around women, but they are very few. The scenario is the same whether it is Bollywood, 
Tollywood or Kollywood. 


When we talk about the southern part of India where people usually have dark skin and only a few people 
with fair skin, we find most actresses of north India (fair skinned) that are really popular and rarely a dark 
skinned female lead. While we find a male lead who is dark skinned, who would be dreaming of a beautiful 
looking female lead and almost double the age of the female lead and still the movie is a blockbuster and 
people readily accept it. All these stereotypes impact the minds of the viewers and they find it normal that 
a woman must necessarily be beautiful doesn’t matter even if she is stupid. 
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There might be a difference in opinion of people saying that although there are exceptions for cinema but 
our Daily Soaps have main female protagonists who would fight for their rights. | beg to differ as these 
female protagonists would be more or less fighting for either their spouse or her in — laws or the society. 
But they would rarely fight for themselves. Infact TV Serials usually depict a picture of a perfect ‘Sanskari’ 
( Cultured) daughters/daughter-in-laws creating an image of how a woman should behave in the society, 
and how they prioritise their family by sacrificing her rights, dreams and desires. 


The scenario is not different even if we talk about cinemas/ TV dramas of foreign countries, they would 
present a doll like female lead who has to look beautiful whether she is shown as smart or an innocent shy 
girl thereby creating an image of women who have to look beautiful whether she applies her mind or not 
has never been a question. 


| have heard people saying feminism is no more required in the current scenario and that there is no need 
of all these government schemes of ‘Beti bachao Beti Padhao’ etc and now that women have been granted 
all the permissions to enter various temples and other places there is no need of feminism anymore, and 
they have received all their rights. My question to those people first of all is Why do women need 
permission? Did men also apply for permission? The answer is ‘no’ men don’t need permission then why 
do women always need permission, before they get married they need permission from their father and 
brothers and after marriage they seek permission from her husband and in- laws. These thoughts have 
been drilled in the minds of the society through various norms, rituals and our cinemas as well where 
women are just followers. We need to remember that culture is made by us and not the other way round. 
Customs, Rituals, fasts etc are always tied to women. Women must wear bangles, anklets and various other 
ornaments as they are made to believe that these ornaments will increase their husbands life. The same 
should be applied to men. They must also wear a few ornaments that increase life of their wives. This is just 
an example and there are many more which are instilled in minds of society that women must follow all 
these rules and rituals in name of happiness of her family many of them demean women but they follow. 


People say nowadays women go out and work but their roles have not changed. They work at home and 
do household chores, they take care of family members and children and rear babies and also go out and 
work ultimately someone who has to work 24x7 at home and work as well. On the contrary men only earn 
bread and butter and their family even the women feel that men get tired since they work so hard. Why is 
it so? Why can't men stay at home, rear children take care of family and women go out and earn bread for 
their family. Questioning gender roles is threatening patriarchy! 


Feminism is actually not a new story it has been here around us but the society did not accept. Right back 
from ‘Mahabharata’ where Draupadi questions her husband Yudishthir his right to gamble her away to 
‘Malala’ in Pakistan fighting for rights of women for education we have ‘n’ number of events and incidents 
that present feminism has been around us. We all know ‘Meera Bai’ who gave away all , riches and 
wandered in search of her love ‘Krishna’ . We have ‘Mahadevi Of Karnataka and many other saint poets 
that questioned Patriarchy, Right to marry by choice, early widowhood rituals and many others. These saint 
poets are the early feminist and later we have many too. But since the whole patriarchy is questioned many 
were burnt alive stating they were evil spirits that have come to destroy humanity. 


We are in asociety where in video games a princess is rescued by a prince and they fall in love, but we need 
a society where a princess is smart enough to rescue herself and get a prince who is her partner and not 
her rescuer. We need to come out of the society that thinks that women get raped because of their sense 
of clothing. Instead we must teach our children to respect both genders equally and come out of the 
patriarchal stereotypes that demean one gender. Feminism is not the want to convert patriarchy to 
matriarchy but a need for dignity, respect and equality of both genders. 
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The history of established feminist movements 
in the United States roughly breaks 
down into four different time periods. 


1. First Wave: 1848 - 1920 

2. Second Wave: 1963 - 1980s 
3. Third Wave: 1990s - 

4. Fourth Wave: Present Day 


Introduction: 


Since the mid-l9th century, organized feminist movements in the United States have called for greater 
political, economic and cultural freedom and equality for women. Yet not all of these movements have 
pursued the same specific goals, taken the same approaches to activism or included the same groups 
of women in their rallying cry. Because of these generational differences, it's common to hear feminism 


divided into four distinct waves, each roughly corresponding to a different time period. 


This concept of the “waves of feminism” first surfaced in the late 1960s as a way of differentiating the 
emerging women's movement at the time from the earlier movement for women’s rights that originated 
in 1848 with the Seneca Falls Convention. At the same time, the idea of a “second wave" also linked the 


mavement to those earlier activists in a long, worthy struggle for women’s rights. 


Critics of the "wave" concept argue that it oversimplities a more complicated history by suggesting 
that only one distinct type of feminism exists at any one time in history. In reality, each movement 
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includes smaller, overlapping sub-groups, which are often at odds with each other. While the wave 
concept is certainly imperfect, it remains a helptul tool in outlining and understanding the tumultuous 
history of feminism in the United States, from its origins at Seneca Falls into the social media-fueled 


activism of the #Meloo era. 


First Wave: 1848 - 1920 


The first organized movement aimed at gaining rights for American women effectively began in July 
1848, with the convention organized by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott at Seneca Falls, New 
York. Attendees signed the Declaration of Sentiments, which affirmed women's equality with men, and 


passed a dozen resolutions calling for various specific rights, including the right to vote. 


Although the early women's rights movement was linked to abolitionism, passage of the loth 
Amendment in 1870 angered some women's rights leaders who resented Black men being granted 
suffrage before white women. Similarly, the women's suffrage movement also largely marginalized or 
excluded Black feminists like Sojourner Truth andlda 6. Wells. Though ratification of the (9th 
Amendment in 1920 fulfilled the principal goal of feminism's first wave—quaranteeing white women the 


right to vote—Black women and other women of color faced continued obstacles until passage of 


the Voting Rights Act of 1960. 
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WE WERE VOTERS OUT WEST: 
WHY.DENY OUR RIGHTS IN THE EAST 
i 


The women's suffrage movement was a decades-long fight to win the right to vote for women in 
the United States. It took activists and reformers nearly 100 years to win that right, and the 
campaign was not easy. Here, suffragettes march in Greenwich Village, New York City, ca. 1912. 
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HEADQUARTERS. 
MEN OF OHTO? 
GIVE THE WOMEN A SQUARE DEAL 
Vote For Amendment N° 23 On September 3-I9!2. J 
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A group of suffragettes march in a parade 
carrying a banner reading ‘I Wish Ma Could Vote’, 1913. 


A car akin part ina suffragette parade i in Long I Tsland, New York, 1913. 
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SUFFRAGE 
GRANTED: 


SUFFRAGE 
GRANTED: 


1869 1912 
WYOMING ARIZONA 
1895 1912 
COLORADO KANSAS 
1896 1912 

IDAHO OREGON 
1896 1913 
UTAH ILLINOIS 
1910 1914 
WASHINGTON 1913 MONTANA 
1911 Alaska 1914 
CALIFORNIA NEVADA 


White Stetrn Fell Sefllenge: Shaded Seaton, Partial Suftragy” Dotted State, Preklential Partial County snd State Saftioage; Black States, No Suffenge 


Would any of these States have adopted EQUAL SUFFRAGE if it had been a failure just across the border ? 


IMITATION IS THE SINCEREST FLATTERY! 


Natenal Wengn Setirage Paitishing Company, ic. S05 Fifth Avense, New York <i> 
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Miss Lucy Burns in jail after a suf fragette picket in Washington, 1917. After peacefully 
demonstrating in front of the White House, 33 women endured a night of brutal beatings. 
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A woman pickets holding a sign reading 'To Ask Freedom For Women Is Not A Crime,’ 1917. 


Second Wave: 1963 - 1980s 


In 1963, Betty Friedan published The Feminine Mystique, which argued that women were chafing against 
the confines of their roles as wives and mothers. The book was a massive success, selling 3 million 
copies in three years and launching what became known as the second wave of feminism. Inspired by 
the civil rights movement and protests against the Vietnam War, second-wave feminists called for a 


reevaluation of traditional gender roles in society and an end to sexist discrimination. 


Feminism—or “women’s liberation"—gained strength as a political force in the 1970s, as Friedan, Gloria 
Steinem and Bella Abzug founded the National Women’s Political Caucus in 1971. High points of the second 
wave included passage of the Equal Pay Act and the landmark Supreme Court decisions in Griswold v. 
Connecticut (965) and Roe v. Wade (1973) related to reproductive freedom. But while Congress passed 
the Equal Rights Amendment in 1972, a conservative backlash ensured it fell short of the number of 


states needed for ratification. 


Like the suffrage movement, second-wave feminism drew criticism for centering privileged white 
women, and some Black women formed their own feminist organizations, including the National Black 
Feminist Organization (NBFO). Despite its achievements, the women’s liberation movement had begun 


to lose momentum by 1980, when conservative forces swept Ronald Reagan to the White House. 


Third Wave: 1990s 


Professor Anita Hill being sworn-in, before testifying at the senate judiciary hearing on the 


clarence Thomas Supreme Court nomination. 


While the advances of second-wave feminism had undoubtedly achieved more equality and rights for 
women, the movement that emerged in the early {990s focused on tackling problems that still existed, 
including sexual harassment in the workplace and a shortage of women in positions of power. Rebecca 
Walker, the mixed-race daughter of second-wave leader Alice Walker, announced the arrival of 
feminism’s “third wave" in 1992, while watching Anita Hill testify before the Senate Judiciary Committee 
about her accusations of sexual harassment against Supreme Court nominee Clarence Thomas. That 
same year, dubbed the “Year of the Woman," saw an unprecedented number of women elected to 


Congress. 


Embracing the spirit of rebellion instead of reform, third-wave feminists encouraged women to express 
their sexuality and individuality. Many embraced a more traditionally feminine style of dress and 
grooming, and even rejected the term “feminist” as a way of distancing themselves from their second- 
wave predecessors. ‘Riot grr" groups like Bikini Kill, Bratmobile and Heavens to Betsy brought their 
brand of feminism into pop music, including songs that addressed issues of sexism, patriarchy, abuse, 


racism and rape. 


Third wave feminism also sought to be more inclusive when it came to race and gender. The work of 
scholar and theorist Kimberlé Crenshaw on the concept of “intersectionality,” or how types of 
oppression (based on race, class, gender, etc.) can overlap, was particularly influential in this area. 
Third-wave feminists also drew on the work of gender theorist Judith Butler, including support for trans 


rights in this type of intersectional feminism. 


Fourth Wave: Present Day 

Though fourth wave feminism is relatively difficult ta define—as some people argue it's simply a 
continuation of the third wave—the emergence of the Internet has certainly led to a new brand of social 
media-fueled activism. Launched by Tarana Burke in 2007, the #Meloo movement took off in 2017 in the 


wake of revelations about the sexual misconduct of influential film producer Harvey Weinstein. 


In addition to holding powerful men accountable for their actions, fourth-wave feminists are turning 
their attention to the systems that allow such misconduct to occur. Like their predecessors in the 
feminist cause, they also continue to grapple with the concept of intersectionality, and how the 


movement can be inclusive and representative regardless of sexuality, race, class and gender. 


Citation Information 

Article Title: What Are the Four Waves of Feminism? 

Author: Sarah Pruitt 

Website Name: HISTORY 

URL: https://www.history.com/news/feminism-four-waves 
Date Accessed: October 30, 2023 

Publisher: AGE Television Networks 

Last Updated: October 4, 2023 

Original Published Date: March 2, 2022 


UNC ‘a . 


\& 
~ _ 


— 


ig 
‘ f 
= 
‘ a 
= . 
oom 
rom |} 
im, || 
=e i 
=m 


Feminism, a belief cu the political, economic aud cultural equality of women, 
has roots in the cartiest erar of human civilization. Tt ts typically separated tuto 
feminism, which started tu the 19902 as a backlash te the second waue's perceived 


28 2K 2K OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK 


Also visit these web pages to know MORE ! 
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Introduction 


Penitnien in India is a set of movements aimed at defining, establishing, 


and defending equal political, economic, and social rights and opportunities 
for women in India. It is the pursuit of women's rights within the society 
of India. Like their feminist counterparts all over the world, feminists in 
India seek gender equality: the right to work for equality in wages, the right 
to equal access to health and education, and equal political rights. Indian 
feminists also have fought against culture-specific issues within 
India's patriarchal society, such as inheritance laws. 


The history of feminism in India can be divided into three phases: the first 
phase, beginning in the mid-19th century, initiated when reformists began 
to speak in favour of women rights by making reforms in education and 
customs involving women; the second phase, from 1915 to Indian 
independence, when Gandhi incorporated women's movements into 
the Quit India movement and independent women's organisations began 
to emerge; and finally, the third phase, post-independence, which has 
focused on fair treatment of women at home after marriage as well as the 
work force, and their right to political parity. 


Despite the progress made by Indian feminist movements, women living in 
modern India still face many issues of discrimination. India's patriarchal 
culture has made the process of gaining land-ownership rights and access 
to education challenging for women. In the past two decades, there has 
also emerged a trend of sex-selective abortion. To Indian feminists, these 
are seen as injustices worth struggling against and feminism is often 
misunderstood by Indians as female domination rather than equality. 


As in the West, there has been some criticism of feminist movements in 
India. They have especially been criticised for focusing too much on 
privileged women, and neglecting the needs and representation of poorer 
or lower caste women. This has led to the creation of caste-specific feminist 
organisations and movements. 


The Indian Feminist Movement During the British Raj 
[All India Women's Conference] 


With the advent of the national movement and the rising feeling 
of nationhood among common people le, the feminist movement 
also started gaining people’s attention. Before the 1900s also 
there were many instances where fights were fought for women’s 
rights but they didn’t have a wider reach. 


In 1915, various feminists raised their voices for the equal 
treatment of women and also, and they waged a non-violent war 
against the ill practices committed against women, for instance, 
sati, denying access to education, child marriage etc. Mahatma 
Gandhi also played a crucial role in this movement. He 
encouraged women’s participation in national movements like the 
civil disobedience movement against the British raj. 


Formation of All India Women’s Conference (AIWC) was formed 
in 1927, in Poona, Maharashtra by Margaret Cousin who was 
inspired by an article written by Mrs A.L. Huidekoper in Stri 
Dharma, a monthly magazine published by the women’s Indian 
association of Chennai. She called for holding constituent 
conferences where women could showcase their perceptions 
about women’s education. Apart from education, various issues 
like child marriage, divorce, inheritance etc. were also dealt with. 


Some of _ the 
women who 
argued and 
worked for 
women’s equality 
and paved a way 
for a better future 
for Indian women 
in a time when 
achieving gender 
equality was only 
a dream, are as 
follows: 


Savitri Bai Phule 


She was born on 3" January 1831 in Maigaon, a small village in 
Maharashtra. She was a child bride, married at a very young age 
to Jyotirao Phule. Her husband played a major role in her 
education and she became the first female teacher in India. Along 
with her husband, she opened a school which focused on or 
emphasize women’s education. Along with working for women’s 
education, she and her husband also worked for destitute women 
‘Satyashodhak Samaj’. They also worked together for the 
abolishment of dowry. 


Sarala Devi Chaudhrani 


Sarala Devi Chaudhrani was born in a Bengali family in Kolkata, 
West Bengal on 9th September 1872. She was not only a feminist 
but also a political activist, writer and singer. She was among a 
few women who graduated with a bachelor’s degree. For her 
excellence in academics, she received the Padmavati gold medal. 


She is known as the founder of Bharat Stree Mahamandal, India’s 


first women's organization and established its branches in Delhi, 
Calcutta, Hyderabad, and Amritsar. It was a time when people 
were not only discriminated against based on gender existed but 
lower caste people were also exploited brutally. She opened a 
school for women’s education and made an initiative to bring 
women belonging to all castes together. 


Tara Bai Shinde 


She was born in Berar, province of Buldhana. Because of the 
existence of patriarchy, she became a child bride. She learned 
Sanskrit, English and Marathi from her father at a very young age. 
She worked with Savitri Bai Phule and her husband Jyotirao Phule 


and became an active member of ‘Satyashodhak Samaj’. 


She fought for widow remarriage, abortion rights, women’s 
education etc. through her writings. When a widow was given a 


death sentence for aborting her child, this inspired her to write 


her first book ‘Stri Purush Tula’ (a comparison between men and 
women). She has been a controversial figure for questioning the 


representation of patriarchal society in Hindu scriptures. 


Dr Rukhmabai Raut 


She is the first female physician to practice medicine in India when 
women were married off early and were not allowed to gain an 
education. She was also a child bride but she opposed living with 
her husband. The court asked her to either chose 6 months 
imprisonment or to live with her husband. She chose 
imprisonment over her husband. This episode brought into 
existence the Age of Consent Act, 1891, raising the age of consent 
for sexual intercourse from ten to- twelve __ years. 


There have been many women who constantly and rigorously for 
equal representation of women in society. These were just a few 
examples of some greatest feminists who broke the shackles of 
patriarchy. 


Political Feminism in India 


The vocabulary of Feminism today is unfortunately more disengaging then engaging. 
Oriental feminism taking a stand on women's choice to wear a veil, Western feminism viewed as 
condescending, or neoliberal feminism which emphasizes representation and wages rather than work 
conditions — to name but a few — bring out such strong reactions and positions that they often overlook 


what feminists really want. 


In India too, the feminist space though distinctive, builds upon a diversity of women's groups, political 
party networks, feminist and HIV/AIDS-related NGOs, non-funded feminist and queer groups and 
individuals, democratic rights groups, eco-feminists, non-feminists, research institutes and universities. 
Despite the broad experience, this space remains rather disunited. How then, with this background, do we 
build a society that keeps up to the promise of a better life for all? How do we connect in the struggle as 
people regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity and expression in paving ways to achieving social 


justice? 


Commissioned with these questions in mind, the present study analyzes the current feminist actors, 
organizations and debates around gender equality and feminist perspectives in order to provide an 
overview of feminist ideas and actors in the country. It shows that Feminism today is the constant 
questioning of the world we perceive and the boundaries we encounter. The more we understand, the 
closer we get to building a narrative for change. There are innumerable new energies arising from 
different positions transforming the feminist field: new contestations of patriarchy and new contestations 


of the normative feminism itself. It will be the interplay of fields that might change the system altogether. 


Focus of the Feminist Movement in India 


Feminist thought has been around for over a century now, bringing to 
light the lives and struggles of women and gender minorities. From the 
suffragettes of the early 1900s to the #MeToo movement in 2018, 
feminists have had a very hard time convincing the world that it is in 
fact, equal rights that they want, and not disproportionate “special 
treatment." However, feminism has become a “bad word," especially in 
the digital age, where there is an abundance of opinions on social media 
conflating it with “man-hating" or "/misandry." Most people readily 
profess their commitment to “equality,” but shy away from identifying 
themselves as feminist. Feminists, both online and offline, continue to 
be dismissed, discredited and threatened with violence for demanding 
rights and speaking truth to power. 


Today, women’s empowerment is on the development agenda of 
governments and civil society organisations around the world, and this 
is owed in large part to the relentless struggles undertaken by 
feminists over several decades. Both governments and corporations 
seem to now understand the importance of women's empowerment, even 
as they continue to keep their distance from “radical feminists." 
Nothing demonstrates this better than the case of the #MeToo 
movement, where, particularly the corporate-sector, which had co- 
opted gender equality as a cause, showed that it would only care about 
women's rights as long they were not asking for “too much." Closer 
home, schemes such as Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao and the Pradhan 


Mantri Ujjwala Yojana that have been introduced to benefit women in 


India, still look like stop-gap measures because they only target the 


most visible, material parts of gender disparity. They do not attempt 
to address the patriarchal structures that cause this disparity. 


Historically, educators, researchers and students in women's studies 
programmes in universities across the country have played a vital role 
in investigating how exclusionary structures operate and have 
suggested ways in which these structures can be dismantled. They have 
underscored that feminist methodology should not be restricted to a 
small niche of knowledge production. And, as a result of efforts by 
women and gender minorities within the academy, a larger number of 
researchers and activists have applied feminist methodology on 
disciplines ranging from labour economics to public health in the last 
decade. This lens is effective because it provides a more 
comprehensive, critical, and thorough understanding of social, political, 
economic, and cultural processes. Feminists have not restricted 
themselves to critiquing one structure of oppression (patriarchy), but 
have sought to understand how it functions in tandem with capitalism, 
caste structures, religion, and heteronormativity. For example, 
feminist researchers investigated reasons behind the steep reduction 
of women in the waged labour force and the impact of informalisation 
of labour on women's access to consistent and fair remuneration. 


However, while there is an increasing acknowledgement that multiple 


systems of oppression operate in tandem and affect women and gender 


minorities from different social locations differently, those who 
conduct and gain from research continue to be predominately cis- 
heterosexual, upper-caste, middle-class, able-bodied women. This 
limitation of dominant feminist circles has persisted since the start of 
the women's movement. However, it is being challenged in more public 
and creative ways by young Dalit, transgender and Adivasi feminist 
scholars and activists. On the other hand, there has been a resurgence 
of Savarna cis male backlash against the progress made by feminists. 
This has taken the form of protests by men's rights groups and 
intensified routine violence by cis men to sustain their dominance. 


In this interactive, we have mapped the issues that feminists in India 
have tackled in the last decade. This debate kit is not exhaustive but 
provides a panoramic view of the landscape through articles published 
in the Economic and Political Weekly from 2010 onwards. 


Click on each theme in the protest march below to explore the debates. 
Please visit the web page: 


https://www.epw.in/engage/article/womens-day-feminism-in-the-last- 
decade 


KHEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Kinship and Marriage 


For Indian parents, both within the country and abroad, a daughter's 
marriage is seen as a culmination of parental responsibility. The 
“selection” of a suitable companion by parents and kin perpetuates the 
notion that women's bodies are property that needs to be controlled to 
maintain caste purity. Those who dare to defy societal norms and marry 
outside their caste or religion are socially ostracised and, in some 
cases, persecuted. Khap Panchayats are notorious for authorising 
“punishment” and, in some cases, sanctioning honour killings for those 
who violate social norms. 


When married, women are expected to bear children and perform 
labour within the household, along with caring for the sick and the 
elderly. Regardless of economic status, they are also harrassed to 
provide a dowry; the ordeal claiming the lives of about 20 women every 
day. 


Marriage is also a key element that determines the migration and 
mobility of women and consequently determines women's economic 
relationships. Women, especially those with educational attainment, 
move out of their natal homes to seek gainful employment, but are 
often compelled to relinquish this after marriage. 


Legal reforms to improve marriage and kinship structures in India have 
been slow. Worse still, interventions of the current government, such 
as declaring triple talaq illegal and the planned implementation of a 


uniform civil code, have involved tinkering with personal laws to 
“reform” them and claim victory for gender equality. However, the 
actual focus is on othering Muslim women, men, and gender minorities. 


A Book of Importance: 
UNFOLDING FEMINISM IN INDIA 


This book examines various gender-based power 

politics in Indian society. It studies gender 

intersectionality and feminism as a_ socio-political 

philosophy by understanding how societal power 

structures are deeply rooted and supported by our 
UNFOLDING FEMINISM IN patriarchal societies. 


INDIA 
WOMEN, POWER AND POLITICS A comprehensive and _ interdisciplinary study on 


women’s issues in India, the volume: 


e Adopts an intersectional feminist lens to critically 
analyse identity formation, gender socialisation, 
gender stereotyping and discrimination 
e Discusses various socialist & Marxist perspectives of 
feminism, including liberal, radical, postmodern feminism, ecofeminism, and dalit 
feminism 
Examines the concept and origin of patriarchy, alongside theories on masculinity 
while focusing heterogeneous male members and the hegemonic masculinity 
Investigates issues related to violence against gender and adequate 
implementation of law and rehabilitation policies in India 
Sheds light on women’s labour and participation in the organised, service and 
unorganised sectors of work within India 
Highlights on women’s movement in India during pre-independence and post- 
independence period. While discussing contemporary women’s movement, it 
takes serious cognisance of the environmental challenges and women’s 
participation. 


Please visit to know/read the said BOOK ! 
https://www.routledge.com/Unfolding-Feminism-in-India-Women-Power-and- 


Politics/Sahu/p/book/9781032156378 


This book will be of interest and use to students, teachers, scholars of 
women’s and gender studies, intersectional feminism, sexuality studies, 
identity politics and political sociology at both undergraduate and 
postgraduate levels. 


Articles: 


(a) The West in Indian feminist discourse and practice 


Abstract: 


Resistance and struggle against the dominance of Western imperialist nations and their 
hegemonic ideology has become a defining characteristic of the women's movement in 
many poor nations like India. During the colonial period the West intersected with Indian 


social structures and norms at many times, and the meeting of the two shaped what is 
now specifically Indian. In the contemporary period some parallels can be drawn between 
feminist practices in the West and in India. Although the work of women's organizations is 


mediated by Indian culture, which gives Indian feminism its own distinct character, they 
are nevertheless informed in a number of ways by the West. Consequently it becomes 
difficult ta completely separate Indian dimensions of the Indian women's movement from 
Western. 


Please visit the web page to reach the article 


https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S027753959 
6000908 


(b) Feminism in India [Author: Maitrayee Chaudhuri] 
Abstract: 


"Why is ‘feminist’ a label that some liberal, emancipated women recoil from? Why is feminism 
often associated with aggressive women who disrupt social norms and harmonious families? This 
book brings together the writing of prominent Indian academics and activists as they debate the 
issue in the context of Indian culture, society and politics, and explore the theorical foundations 
of feminism here. The inevitability of the association with western feminism, the status of women 
in colonial and independent India, and the more recent challenges to Indian feminism posed by 
globalization and the upsurge of the Hindu Right in Indian politics are discussed at length. Bridging 
the academic/activist, personal/political and local/global divides, this collection of feminist 
writing shows how the movement is part of a larger project of consolidating the liberal values of 
secularism and democracy. It deepens our understanding of why, despite the existence of legal 
and constitutional rights to prevent discrimination, women are subject to oppressive practice like 
dowry. Ultimately, the feminist voice merges with the voices of all disadvantaged and 
discriminated groups engaged in the ‘battle for the recognition of difference’." 


Please visit the web page to reach the article 
https://philpapers.org/rec/CHAFII 


(c) Six Indian Women who dedicated their lives to advancing Feminism 
[Author: Ms Sasha R] 


In a patriarchal world where women have been traditionally silenced, these six icons of the 
Indian feminist movement defied the norm and paved the way to the feminism we experience 
today. 

Historically, women have been told to stay quiet and watch the world go by while submitting 
themselves to the reins of patriarchy. Today, there is much more parity in the experiences 
women have, from getting an education to pursuing a career and beyond. Although there is 
much more to be done in the sphere of women’s empowerment, we must recognise the 
centuries of hard work by the women who lived before us, to lead us to where we are now. 
Read more at: 


https://yourstory.com/herstory/2019/03/indian-feminist-icons-history 


Some Important web pages: 
Oljhttps://rjhssonline.com/HTMLPaper.aspx? Journal= 

Research%20Journal%200f %20Humanities%20and%20Social%20Sciences;P 
ID=2012-3-4-8 

02 jhttps://www.scielo.br/j/ref/a/8P9WsYWjNVs4VDnMrhVgmcs/ 
O3]https://www.jstor.org/stable/41856169 

04] https://www.cairn.info/revue-tiers-monde-2012-1-page-19.htm 

05] https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminism_in_ India 

06] https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/092137409801000207 

07] https://www.redalyc.org/journal/7038/703873558018/html/ 

08 Jhttps://rjhssonline.com/HTMLPaper.aspx?J ournal=Research% 
20Journal%200f S2ZO0Humanities ~20and%20Social%20Sciences;PID=2012- 
3-4-8 

09] https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0972266119845940 

10 ]https://ncwapps.nic.in/pdfReports/developing%20indian% 

2Operspective %200n%20feminist %20theory.pdf 
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¢ Here i is a list of 3% WOMEN, who've had huge impacts on the feminist movement, ¢ 

ud For all its misconceptions, feminism at its core is about fighting vd 
for women's equality. And there are women who have been 

¢ trailblazing the fight for decades now. From the brave Suffragettes Ed 

who fought for women's right to vote, to Tarana Burke launching 

¢ the #MeToo movement, to Winona LaDuke leading v6 
the fight against climate change, these are the women 

q of the 20th and 21st century who are paving the way q 

¢ for gender equality, the real definition of feminism. ¢ 


01] The Suffragettes 


iit 
VOTE: YES scr | 


In the first major radia cry rm fetinisin: The Suffragettes fought vehemently for women's 
rights, most specifically, the right to vote. Their movements and protests, both peaceful and 
radical, allowed for the nationwide right for women to vote in 1920. Some of the most notable 

women in the movement? Mary Wollstonecraft, Susan B. Anthony, Alice Stone Blackwell, Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, Emmeline Pankhurst, Sojourner Truth. 
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02] Simone de Beauvoir 


An outspoken political activist, writer and social theorist, in 1949 de Beauvoir wrote The Second 
Sex, an ahead-of-its-time book credited with paving the way for modern feminism. In the influential 
(and at the time, extremely controversial) book, de Beauvoir critiques the patriarchy and social 
constructs faced by women. The Second Sexwas banned by The Vatican and even deemed 
"pornography" by some—a fearless start to the fight for feminism. 


03] Eleanor Roosevelt 


Roosevelt became the first First Lady to take on responsibilities beyond merely hosting and 
entertaining in the White House. Before her tenure as First Lady, she was already outspoken and 
involved with women's issues, working with the Women's Trade Union League and the International 
Congress of Working Women. From 1935 to 1962, Roosevelt wrote "My Day," a newspaper column 
that addressed women's work, equality and rights before there was even a word for "feminism" — 
the social issues at the time were considered "controversial," especially for that of a First Lady to 
speak about. After her time as First Lady, she became the first US delegate to the United 
Nations, served as first chair of the UN Commission on Human Rights and also chaired JFK's 
President's Commission on the Status of Women to promote equality and advise on women's issues. 
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04] Marlene Dietrich 


° While her efforts didn't directly fight for women's rights, Dietrich made a contribution to ¢ 
x feminism through fashion. The Hollywood actress wore trousers and men's suits during a time ” 
where it was considered extremely scandalous and taboo; both on screen and privately, once almost 
¢ being arrested for wearing pants in public during the 1930s. She was famously quoted saying, "I vd 
dress for the image. Not for myself, not for the public, not for fashion, not for men." Dietrich's 
¢ way of dressing went on to influence generations of women after her, lending many the confidence ud 
and power of wearing a suit. 
5 05] Betty Friedan 5 


inl 


The American writer and activist penned The Feminine Mystique in 1963, which is often credited 
for sparking the second wave of feminism that began in the ‘60s and ‘70s. Friedan spent her life 
working to establish women's equality, helping to establish the National Women's Political Caucus as 
well as organizing the Women's Strike for Equality in 1970, which popularized the feminist 
movement throughout America. 
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06] Gloria Steinem 


: Aptly referred to as the “Mother of Feminism," Gloria Steinem led the women's liberation 
¢ movements throughout the ‘60s and '70s—and continues to do so today. Co-founder of the feminist 
themed Ms. Magazine and several female groups that changed the face of feminism including 
¢ Women's Action Alliance, National Women's Political Caucus, Women's Media Center and more. All 
of her efforts led to her induction into the National Women's Hall of Fame in 1993 and in 2013 she 
¢ was honored with the Presidential Medal of Freedom. Steinem continues to be a trailblazer for 
¢ feminism today, most recently with her Viceland series, WOMAN, and post-election action for 


young girls and women. 


07] Angela Davis 
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A trailblazing voice for black women, Davis played a crucial part in the Civil Rights movement. The 
political activist was a key leader in the Black Power movement, and though some of her more 
radical positions and role in political protests have been deemed controversial, she has relentlessly 
fought to champion the progress of women's rights for over six decades. She most recently served 


as an honorary co-chair for the Women's March on Washington in 2017. 
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08] Bell Hooks 


The American author was known for her social activism that was often mirrored through her 
writing of oppression, women's rights and race. Some of bell hooks’ most notable works include 
Ain't I A Woman? Black Women and Feminism and The Feminist Theory in which she declared, 


"Feminism is a movement to end sexism, sexist exploitation and oppression." 


09] Barbara Walters 


Not only was Walters the first female co-host of a news show (although at the time she earned 
only half of her male co-workers), she also became the first female co-anchor of an evening news 
broadcast for ABC News. From the ‘70s until today, Walters paved the way for not only women in 

journalism but for women in the entire workforce. 
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10] Coretta Scott King 


? Although most known for her marriage to Martin Luther King Jr. and her work with Civil Rights, : 

¢ Coretta Scott King devoted much of her life to women's equality. She helped found NOW (National : 
Organization for Women) in 1966 and played a key role in the organization's 

¢ development. In her efforts for women's rights, King was also notably ve 

¢ the first woman to deliver the class day address at Harvard. ¢ 


11] Maya Angelou 


Through her literature, public speaking and powerful writing, Maya Angelou inspired both women 

and African Americans to overcome gender and race discrimination. In 2011, Angelou was awarded 

the Presidential Medal of Freedom for her works that spanned over 50 years including 36 books, 
seven autobiographies and over 50 honorary degrees. 
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12] Audre Lorde 
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Audre Lorde channeled her powerful voice through writing and poetry, exploring female identity 
and life as a Black lesbian and writing about issues that affected women across the country during 
the height Civil Rights movement. All of her work was based on her "theory of difference," which 
we refer to as "intersectionality" today. She famously said, “It is not our differences that divide 


us. It is our inability to recognize, accept, and celebrate those differences." 


13] Ruth Bader Ginsburg 


Before her tenure as Supreme Court justice, Bader Ginsburg co-founded the Women's Rights Law 
Reporter in 1970, the first U.S. law journal to focus exclusively on women's rights. Two years later 
she co-founded the Women's Rights Project at the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), once 
again making sure women's voices were heard in law. Appointed by President Bill Clinton in 1993, 
Bader Ginsburg became the second female Supreme Court justice ever, a position she still holds 
today and uses to advocate for women's rights. 
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14] Yoko Ono 


Most known for her peaceful protests with John Lennon, Ono has also been a voice for gender 
equality throughout the years. Her 1972 essay, “The Feminization of Society" helped mark the 
female revolution of the ‘70s. 
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A critical voice for black women in the feminism movement, Walker has been instrumental in her 
efforts for women and even more specifically for women of color. The writer and activist was 
involved in the Civil Rights Movement alongside Dr. Martin Luther King before joining Gloria 
Steinem as an editor at Ms. Magazine. Walker's most famous work, The Color Purple, became vital 
in telling the story of Black women and was later adapted into both a movie and a Broadway musical. 
Two years after its publication, Walker co-founded Wild Tree Press, a feminist publishing company. 
Walker's contribution to the feminist movement is vital for her efforts to make sure Black 
women's voices were included and heard. In 1983, she was the first to coin the term, “womanism,” 
which sought to include Black women in feminism. 
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16] Hillary Clinton 


Clinton is the only First Lady to ever run for public office, serving as the first-ever female Senator 
from New York, Secretary of State under President Obama and of course, as the first-ever female 
candidate in the 2016 presidential election. Since the 1970s, Clinton has furthered the 


t advancement of women through her various work from becoming the first female chair of the Legal t 
¢ Services Corporation in 1978 to delivering her famous "Women's rights are human rights" speech in nd 
1995 to running an inspiring presidential campaign for girls to look up to in 2016. Despite facing 
¢ countless sexism throughout the presidential election, Clinton took the high road up until the very nd 
end, memorably saying, "To all the little girls watching...never doubt that you are valuable and 
¢ powerful and deserving of every chance and opportunity in the world," in her 2016 concession ve 
q speech. q 


17] Oprah Winfrey 


CUMENTARY'“"° = Pousor 


Motivated by the unequal pay she received in the start of her broadcasting career, Oprah set out 
to start her own television show and from there built an empire catering to helping women grow, 
develop and thrive. "I never did consider or call myself a feminist, but I don't think you can really 
be a woman in this world and not be." She has since developed the Oprah Winfrey Leadership 
Academy for Girls, the Oprah Winfrey Network and was awarded the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom in 2013. 
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18] Diane Von Furstenberg 


DVF has built her entire fashion career on the concept of female empowerment. "Feel like a woman, 
wear a dress" and "Proud to be woman!" are just two of the designer's mantras evoked through her 
brand. Not only does she use fashion to empower women, she has also since founded The DVF 
Awards, which recognize incredible women who have made positive impacts on the world through 
leadership, philanthropy and hard work. 
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The Queen of Pop has built her entire career on pushing the limits of women and sexuality through 
her songs and music videos—unapologetically breaking gender stereotypes along the way. With her 
public persona, Madonna encouraged women to take unabashedly ownership over their sexuality and 
lives. Most recently, she's become vocal in speaking out against the sexism and ageism women 
receive today, continuing to dress as sexy as she wants at 58 years old. 
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20] Sheryl Sandberg 


The Facebook COO is responsible for pioneering the "Lean In" movement with her 2013 book 
encouraging women to excel in the workforce. Through her prominent position at Facebook, her 
work with the Lean In Foundation and Women for Women International Board, Sandberg is 
outspoken about the setbacks and inequality women face in the workforce. She also teamed up with 
Gloria Steinem to empower young girls following the 2016 presidential election. 
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The courageous teenager rose to fame with her memoir, I Am Malala, documenting her fearless 
journey as a young student fighting for access to education in Pakistan. Ever since, Malala has been 
traveling the world advocating for education rights for women and children through her foundation, 

The Malala Fund. 
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22] Angelina Jolie 


Aside from her extensive work as a UN diplomat, actress and philanthropist, in 2013, 
when Angelina Jolie chose to share her double-masectomy story, 
she changed the face of breast cancer awareness. In a personal essay, 
Jolie revealed how the health decision empowered her 
as a woman while encouraging other women to come forward 
with their own breast cancer stories. 


23] Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 


write now 


Most known for her "We Should All Be Feminists" TED Talk that was 
sampled on Beyoncé's self-titled album, Adichie has become a vital 
author in the modern day feminist movement. Some of her most prominent 
pieces, Americanah, We Should All Be Feminists and Dear Ijeawele, 

Or a Feminist Manifesto in Fifteen Suggestions, have been 
instrumental in advocating for women's rights 
and representing African culture. 
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24] Beyoncé 


Ultimately bringing the feminist movement to modern day pop culture, 
Beyoncé may have teetered on the fence about being a feminist in the past, 
but with the release of her self-titled album in 2013, she seemed to 
fully embrace her stance. On the track, "Flawless," she sampled author 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's motivational TED talk, 

"We Should All Be Feminists." With the release of her following album, 
Lemonade, Queen Bey one-upped herself with a short film 
that was a beautiful ode to black women. 


25] Roxane Gay 


: ; 
: : 
; ; 
; : 
: ; 
; ; 
$ : 
; ; 
: ; 
; : 
; ; 
; ; 
; ; 
; ; 
; ; 
: ; 
; ; 
; : 
: ; 
$ ; 
; ; 
; ; 


ND RUKANE G 
FEN > 


he Bad Feminist author is anything but. A crucial voice for modern-day women, 
Gay's writings tackle issues like race, gender identity, sexual identity, 
sexual assault and disability. Along with her novels, essays and 
short stories, Gay has also shared her wisdom as a professor 
at Purdue University and through many public speaking events, 
including an inspiring TED Talk. 
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26] Janet Mock 
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x A trailblazing voice for transgender women, Mock has used her journalism ° 
career to advocate for trans rights. Along with her personal memoirs, 
vd Redefining Realness: My Path to Womanhood, Identity, Love & So Much vd 

More and Surpassing Certainty, Mock has shared the stories of 

trans women through a variety of mediums including the HBO film, 

The Trans List, which she produced. 

¢ 27] Emma Watson . 
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One of the generation's newest voices of feminism, the actress captured 
everyone's attention with her moving speech in front of the United Nations 
that launched a new initiative for gender equality. Watson's work for the UN 
reminded us all that feminism isn't just a fight for women—it's for men 
to join in as well. Since, she has launched the #HeForShe movement, 
her own feminist book club and plenty of conversation 
about what it means to be a feminist today. 
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28] Patrisse Cullors 


¢ A co-founder of Black Lives Matter, Cullors has been one of the decade's ° 

most influential forces in fighting anti-black racism. Fueled by the murder of 

¢ Trayvon Martin in 2012, Cullors began one of the largest civil rights movements vd 
since the 1960s and 1970s. Also an outspoken advocate for the rights of 

¢ black and queer women, she's since been awarded the Sydney Peace Prize v4 

q and been named an NAACP History Maker. @ 


29] Tarana Burke 


Ushering in a new wave of feminism, Taran Supe started the #MeToo movement 
back in 2006, more than a decade before it was heard around the world. 
An inspiring leader for victims of sexual assault and harassment, 
Burke's work has allowed hundreds of thousands of women across the globe 
to speak up about their own sexual assault experiences, and helped open 
the floodgates for Hollywood's Time's Up movement. 
Burke's "me too" concept created a safe space for women 
to speak up and fight back against sexual misconduct and 
marked a new chapter in the future of feminism. 
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30] Michelle Obama 


In 2009, when husband Barack Obama became the first Black president of the United States, 
Michelle Obama also made history by becoming the nation's first Black First Lady and the only 
First Lady to attend an Ivy League university (Princeton) for her undergraduate studies. She left 
her mark in the White House with her Let Girls Learn initiative, which empowered girls across the 
globe to gain better access to education. Even after her husband's presidency, she continues to 
champion the cause through the Girls Opportunity Alliance, a program within the Obama Foundation 
that supports grassroots leaders working on girls’ education. 


31] Amal Clooney 


The world may have first learned about Amal Clooney when she married Hollywood heartthrob 
George Clooney in 2014, but her impact had been a force for change long before that. She works as 
one of the most renowned international human rights lawyers in the world, with previous clients 
including former Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange. 
She has also been appointed to several United Nations commissions. Together with her husband, 
Amal founded the Clooney Foundation for Justice, an organization advocating for human rights and 
awareness of abuses around the world. 
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32] Meghan Markle 


~ 
When Meghan Markle captured the heart of Prince Harry, she also captured the adoration of the 


world. Following the announcement of their engagement, Meghan made history as one of the only 
Black and biracial royals in the British royal family. Having made a name for herself before her 
Duchess of Sussex days with her starring role on the American legal drama Suits, Meghan has since 
used her platform to amplify the voices of those less privileged. From working as a global 
ambassador for World Vision to helping disadvantaged women find work through the charity Smart 
Works, Meghan is undoubtedly leaving her royal mark. 
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Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (colloquially known as AOC) rose to prominence after her underdog 
triumph in the 2018 midterm elections, in which she defeated 10-term incumbent Joe Crowley for 
his House of Representatives seat in New York's 14th district. At 30 years old, AOC's progressive 

politics and unflinching confidence on the House floor have helped revitalize a new generation of 
voters and Democrats alike. Her electoral victory also catapulted her to the ranks of other young, 
female Democrats elected to Congress in 2018, including Ilhan Omar, Rashida Tlaib, and Ayanna 
Pressley, commonly referred to as the Squad. 
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34] Naomi Klein 


: Writer Naomi Klein has spent the past few decades analyzing and criticizing the often-devastating : 
¢ effects of globalization, capitalism, and climate change. For her work, Klein has been the recipient vd 
of multiple awards and accolades, including the Izzy Award, named after journalist I. F. Stone, and 
¢ awarded for outstanding achievement in independent media and journalism, as well as the Sydney : 
Peace Prize. She currently serves as the inaugural Gloria Steinem Endowed Chair in Media, Culture 
¢ and Feminist Studies at Rutgers University. ve 


55] Kathleen Neal Cleaver 


In the '60s, Kathleen Neal Cleaver was a prominent member of the Black Panther Party, in which 
she created the position of communications secretary. In 1998, she said, "I think it is important to 
place the women who fought oppression as Black Panthers within the longer tradition of freedom 
fighters like Sojourner Truth, Harriet Tubman, Ida Wells-Barnett, who took on an entirely 
oppressive world and insisted that their race, their gender, and their humanity be respected all at 
the same time. Not singled out, each one separate, but all at the same time. You cannot segregate 
out one aspect of our reality and expect to get a clear picture of what this struggle is about." She 
began teaching at Emory University School of Law in 1992. 
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36] Winona LaDuke 
-- 


° Winona LaDuke is a leading indigenous voice on the fight against climate change. Her long career : 
includes founding organizations like the Indigenous Women's Network and the White Earth Land 
¢ Recovery Project, and cofounding Honor the Earth with the Indigo Girls. She also participated in rd 
the protests against the Dakota Access Pipeline in 2016, in which the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe 
¢ fought against the construction of an oil pipeline that threatened the area's drinking water and vd 
interfered with sacred land. LaDuke has remained vocal on the need to listen to indigenous 
¢ perspectives—especially those of indigenous women—when it comes to fighting climate change. sd 
"Indigenous women understand that our struggle for autonomy is related to the total need for 
¢ structural change in this society," she wrote in 1994. "We realize that indigenous people in ¢ 
industrial society have always been and will always be ina relationship of war, because industrial 
¢ society has declared war on indigenous peoples, on land based peoples." ¢ 


This Orange Is the New Black star has been a tireless advocate of LGBTQ+ rights 
and a shining beacon of transgender representation in Hollywood. 
She made history in 2014 when she became the first openly transgender 
person to be nominated for an Emmy in any acting category for her role 
as Sophia Burset in the hit Netflix series. Since then, Cox has used her 
platform to bring awareness to issues affecting the LGBTQ+ community, 
whether she's on the red carpet or talking to fans on social media. 


(OXOKOKOKO) 
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ALL the Photos from 
Beyonce's (woz above) RLWALSSAMWCE 
World Tour 


She stole the show in custom pieces from Fendi, Gucci, and more 


Please visit the web page to see the Gallery [142 Photos 


https://www.harpersbazaar.com/culture/art-books-music/g43852998/beyonce- 
renaissance-world-tour-photos/ 
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POETRY AND 


——MINISM 


[1]Tracing the fight for equality and 


women's rights through poetr 


n" 


In 1856, Elizabeth Barrett Browning published Aurora Leigh, a “novel in verse 
that follows the title character, an aspiring poet, through several pot-boiling 
twists. In one revealing passage, Aurora’s cousin and would-be suitor, Romney 
Leigh, summarizes his attitude toward her and women writers of that era: 


Therefore, this same world 

Uncomprehended by you must remain 
Unintluenced by you. Women as you are, 

Mere women, personal and passionate, 

You give us doting mothers, and chaste wives. 
Sublime Madonnas, and enduring saints! 

We get no Christ trom you,—and verily 

We shall not get a poet, in my mind. 


As starkly sexist as the above passage might seem to contemporary 
readers, the idea that women and female experience were 
incompatible with poetry continued to hold sway for the next 100 
years, until second-wave feminism of the 1960s and 1970s brought 
a political and cultural watershed. Women fought for equal 
treatment and civil rights; meanwhile, women poets created 
structures to support one another while profoundly changing poetry 
itself. 


To accompany the podcast mini-series A Change of World, which 
examines the intersections of second-wave feminism and poetry, 


eee 
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the Poetry Foundation gathered a selection of poems by women 
poets from the past five centuries. Though by no means 
comprehensive, these poems roughly track how women poets 
turned, twisted, and blasted open poetry's forms, subjects, and 
institutions to make room for their experiences and their voices. 
To contextualize these pieces, we listed the poems in order of date 
of publication. Though the notion of feminism occurring in “waves” 
is somewhat problematic, we used it as an organizing tool to 
demonstrate the longer history of English poetry’s relationship to 
questions raised by feminism. 


The poems collected here range from considerations of female 
sexuality, authorship, motherhood, and gender to formal 
experiments, such as Barrett Browning's, in the epic, the essay, 
received forms, and political speech. Many have appeared in 
influential anthologies, including Vo More Masks!, Lesbian 
Poetry, This Bridge Called My Back, Gay and Lesbian Poetry in Our 
Time, and Amazon Poetry. 


Please visit the web page to know / reach several poems by more 
than 100 poets: 


https://www.poetryfoundation.org/collections/146073/poetry 
-and-feminism 
KREKEKKKKKKEKKKKKKEEEE 


[2]35 Feminist Poems 


As anyone who's taken a high school English class can tell you, poetry 
has always been used to show deep and often conflicting emotions. 
Maybe that’s what makes it the perfect vehicle for talking about the 
experiences of being a woman. These thirty-five poems all center around 
each poet’s experiences of womanhood, whether that means questioning 
it, celebrating it, raging against it, or some combination of the three. So, 
without further ado, here we go: thirty-five feminist poems to empower and 
inspire you. 


Please visit the web page to know / reach these poems 
https://peachykeenswim.com/blogs/news/35-feminist-poems- 
to-empower-and-inspire-you 


RREKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEEK 


[3] 25 Feminist Poems to Provoke and Inspire Nasty Women 


There’s something that makes verse (both written and spoken) a uniquely 
powerful vessel to express the multifaceted experiences of feminism. It’s easier 
to discover new feminist poetry and strong woman poems. In this collection of 
25 feminist poems, you'll find a voice for every perspective from the feminist 
movement. From feminist love poems to poems about women’s rights, you can 
read, watch, and be inspired by some of the greatest feminist poets working 
past and present. 


Please visit the web page to know / reach these poems 
https://bookriot.com/feminist-poems/ 
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4] The Best Feminist Poems 


Feminism was really a product of the late nineteenth century: the word is first recorded, 
according to the Zxfard English Dictionary, in 1890 (although ‘feminist’ is found from 1802). 
However, there were obviously figures before the second half of the nineteenth century who 
argued for reforms in women's rights and in how women should be treated in society. So below 
we've picked ten of the best feminist statements in poetry; although they may not all be banging 
the drum for equality or making a clear political point, these are ‘feminist’ poems in 
encouraging us to think about the experience of women. 


Please visit the web page to know / reach these poems 
https://interestingliterature.com/2019/12/best-feminist-poems/ 


RREEKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKE 


[5] Feminist Poetry 


Feminist poetry is inspired by, promotes, or elaborates on feminist principles and 
ideas.” It might be written with the conscious aim of expressing feminist principles, 
although sometimes it is identified as feminist by critics in a later era. Some writers are 
thought to express feminist ideas even if the writer was not an active member of the 
political movement during their era. Many feminist movements, however, have embraced 
poetry as a vehicle for communicating with public audiences through anthologies, poetry 
collections, and public readings. 


Formally, feminist poetry often seeks to challenge assumptions about language and 
meaning. It usually foregrounds women's experiences as valid and worthy of attention, and 
it also highlights the lived experiences of minorities and other less privileged 
subjects. Sometimes feminist poems seek to embody specific women's experiences, and 
they are often intersectional registering specific forms of oppression depending on 
identities related to race, sexuality, gender presentation, disability, or immigration 
status. This has led to feminist writing journals like So to Speak providing a statement of 
intention to publish the work of women and nonbinary people in particular. 


Kim Whitehead states that feminist poetry has "no identifiable birth date," but there are a 
few key figures identified as early proponents of feminist ideas, and who convey their 
politics through poetry. The title of first feminist poet is often given to Sappho, at least in 
part because she seems to write about female homosexuality in Ancient Greece, a culture 
and time when lesbian sexuality was usually ignored or erased. 


Please visit the web page to know the back ground 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminist_poetry 


[6] Inspiring feminist poems by non-binary and female poets 


Inspiring poems from some of our favourite non-binary and female poets, 
including Carol Ann Duffy, Maya Angelou and Sylvia Plath. 


Please visit the web page to know these female poets 
https://www.panmacmillan.com/blogs/literary/inspiring- 


poems-by-female-poets 


[7] Feminist Poems 
Inspiring poems, poets, poem-a-day, library, eta, 


Please visit the web page to know / listen these feminist poets 


https://poets.org/anthology/feminist-poems 


[8] Transformations in Feminist Poetry 


Journal Information 


For over thirty years, Frontiers has explored the diversity of women's lives as shaped by such factors as race, 
ethnicity, class, sexual orientation, and place. Multicultural and interdisciplinary, Frontiers presents a broad mix 


of scholarly work, personal essays, and the arts offered in accessible language. The journal prides itself on 
publishing articles that bridge disciplines and that appeal to both academic and non-academic audiences. 


Publisher Information 


The University of Nebraska Press extends the University's mission of teaching, research, and service by 
promoting, publishing, and disseminating works of intellectual and cultural significance and enduring value. We 
primarily publish nontiction books and scholarly journals, along with a few titles per season in contemporary and 
regional prose and poetry. Dn occasion, we reprint previously published fiction of established reputation, and we 
have several programs to publish literary works in translation. Through our paperback imprint, Bison Books, we 
publish reprints of classic books of myriad genres. Qur primary mission, defined by the University through the 
Press Advisory Board of faculty members working in concert with the Press, is to find, evaluate, and publish in 
the best fashion possible, serious works of nonfiction. 


Please visit the web page to know about the Journal & more 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3346663 


[9] Poetic Inquiry as Feminist Methodology 


Abstract 

In this autoethnographic essay, the author argues for the use of poetic inquiry as a feminist methodology 
by showing her use of poetry as research method during the past 13 years. Through examples of her 
poetic inquiry work, the author details how poetry as research offers Women's, Gender, and Sexuality 
Studies scholars a means of doing, showing, and teaching embodiment and reflexivity, a way to refuse the 
mind-body dialectic, a form of feminist ethnography, and a catalyst for social agitation and change. The 
author uses examples of her ethnographic poetry that critique middle-class White motherhood, address 
the problems of White feminism, and reflects the nuances of identity negotiation in research and personal 
life to show the breadth of topics and approaches of poetic inquiry as feminist research practice and 
feminist pedagogy. 

Keywords: 

autoethnography; embodiment; feminist methodology; feminist research practice; poetry; poetic 
inquiry; Women's Gender, and Sexuality Studies 


Contents: 
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Poetic Inquiry as Feminist Methodology 

Feminist Poetry and Embodiment 

Identity Work 

Motherhood, Mothering, and Interpersonal Communication 
Poetry as Embodiment 

Sexual Harassment in the Academy 

Funding 
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Please visit the web page to read the interesting article 
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0787/7/3/85 


[10] Poetic Feminism [Author: Holly Tammens] 


Women’s rights have come a long way in the past 100 years; nonetheless, it is no secret 
that women are still subject to gender prejudice in society. Women are equal in intelligence 
to men; however, women are still shockingly paid less than men, and are often victims of 
physical and mental abuse from tyrannical men. Margaret Atwood is a well-known feminist 
author who often writes about the oppression of women in society. In her mysterious poem 
“This is a Photograph of Me," Atwood utilizes several aspects of nature observed in a 
photograph to symbolize the dominance of men over women in our oppressive society. she 
demands society as a whole to see through the stereotypes placed on women and observe 
the true importance and significance women have in history and our present lives. 


Atwood's melancholy poem begins with a woman describing an old blurry photograph of a 
woodsy landscape with a house, a lake, a tree branch and a small hill. The woman seems 
as if she is viewing the photo for the first time as she points out the significant aspects of 
the photograph that have been distorted from either overexposure or the sunlight 
reflecting off the lake. The second half of the poem reveals that the photograph was taken 
shortly after the woman drowned in the lake. The woman informs the reader that if they 
look closely they will see her submerged beneath the water. The poem is rich with 
symbolism in its content and structure. 


Atwood employs a great deal of symbolism in her poem to express the theme of female 
oppression. This symbolism is perceived in the blurriness of the photograph, the tree 
branch, the slope, the house, the lake, and the reflected light off of the lake. The distortion 
of the images in the photograph represents the negative labels put on women. We have to 
look past this distortion to see what the images are, or to observe the real essence and 
importance of women. Everything in the picture, literally and symbolically, is affected by 
the photograph’s distortion. The small hill that “ought to be a gentle/ slope” (I-12), 
represents the challenges women have in overcoming female prejudice. This challenge 
should be effortless, but it is instead an arduous climb. The small frame house symbolizes 
women as a whole and women’s place in society. Generally, women are physically smaller 
than men, and they are often viewed as the weaker gender. Also, the home is commonly 
observed as a woman's place in society instead of solving problems in the workforce. The 
emerging tree branch signifies the many problems or difficulties behind the unfair 
treatment of women. A single tree branch has one main branch with many equally 
significant smaller branches stemming from the main branch. There is one main problem 
with society's negative views on women and many other difficulties emerging from the 


main problem. The woman in the poem is hidden beneath the water of the lake; her spirit 
and voice are veiled by the lake's water: “The effects of water / on light is a distortion" 
(22-23). The water portrays society's male dominance that is warping the true voice of 
women represented as the light reflected off the water. Atwood urges us to look past the 
distortions of prejudice and see the true images or profound significance of women in our 
society. 


Atwood also strategically places parentheses in the text to separate the poem into two 
halves. In the first half, she describes a landscape photograph that has been distorted for 
some unknown reason. The reader can assume that the photo is black and white and 
therefore very old, because it is described with “blurred lines and gray flecks” (4). The 
black and white photograph represents a time in history when prejudice against women 
was astoundingly prevalent. The second half of the poem is completely enclosed by 
parentheses. This is the section where she reveals herself as the heart and subject of the 
photograph. The existence of parentheses often indicates that the contents inside of them 
are not as important as the regular text. By using parentheses in the description of the 
woman's spirit, Atwood is demonstrating how women are often viewed as insignificant. The 
poem is clearly divided into two halves with the description of the landscape in the first 
half, and the existence of the woman's essence in the second half. 


The lake in Atwood's poem could also be connected with a powerful symbol of femininity. 
The art of symbolism portrays water as strongly feminine; in addition, water that emerges 
from the earth is interpreted as a gift from the womb of Mother Nature. This is reminiscent 
of Atwood's image of the lake; generally, natural lakes are born from flowing springs that 
are from the earth. The beginning of all life occurs within the "water" of the female womb. 
Therefore, the lake may represent the female womb or birth of life, and the submerged 
woman may symbolize women’s strong voice and true nature that is eagerly prepared to 
be born into a male-dominated world. The striking connection of water to the female spirit 
is demonstrated through the gifted ability of women to nurture and produce life within the 
fluid of their uterus or womb. In Atwood's poem, feminine power is ready to be born into a 
world of gender equality. 


Atwood's peculiar and strongly feministic poem is full of symbolism. The poem comes 
across as a morbid description of a photograph taken of a dead woman hidden underneath 
the lake she drowned in. Knowing that Margaret Atwood is a renowned feminist writer, 
leads me to believe that the poem's symbolically hidden main theme is the oppression of 
women in a male-dominated society. The fact that the photograph is blurred, the aspects 


of the landscape, and the use of parentheses to divide the poem could be interpreted in 
various ways; however, the underlying theme is overwhelmingly feministic in nature. 


[11] Feminism Poems 


Poems about feminism celebrate the unity, support, and sisterhood that 
emerge from women’s shared experiences and aspirations. They inspire 
individuals of all genders to stand as allies, challenge injustice, and create 
a more equitable world. 


Ultimately, these poems about feminism invite readers to embrace the 
principles of equality, respect, and the ongoing journey toward gender 
parity. 


These beautiful poems celebrate women’s diversity, strength, and immense 
contributions, reminding us that feminism is a movement that benefits all 


of society 


Please visit the web page to know MORE 
https://poemanalysis.com/poems-about/feminism/ 


[12] Feminist Poetry Movement of the 1960s 
(Author: Linda Napikoski 


Feminist poetry is a movement that came to life during the [96Q0s, a decade when many 
writers challenged traditional notions of form and content. There is no defining moment 
when the feminist poetry movement began; rather, women wrote about their experiences 
and entered into a dialogue with readers over many years before the l96Q0s. Feminist 
poetry was influenced by social change, but also by poets such as Emily Dickinson, who 
lived decades earlier. 


Please visit the web page to read the complete article 
https://www.thoughtco.com/prominent-feminist-poets-3528962 
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Feminist Theory 


Author: Jo Ann Arinder 


Feminist theory falls under the umbrella of critical theory, which iw 


general havethe purpose of destabilizing systems of power and 
oppresston. Feminist theory will be discussed here as a theory with a Lower case ’, 
however this ts wot meant to tmply that it ts not a Theory or cannot be used as 
one, only to acknowledge that for some tt may be a sub-genre of Critical Theory, 
while for others tt stands alone. According to Egbert and Sanden (2020), some 
scholars see critical paradigms as extensions of the tnterpretivist, but there 
is also an emphasis ow oppression and Lived experience grounded in subjectivist 
epistemology. 


The purpose of using a feminist lens ts to enable the discovery of how people 
interact withiw Systems ana posstbly offer solutions to confront and eradtcate 
oppressive systems and structures. Feminist theory coustoers the lived experlence 
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of Any person/people, wot Just women, with aw emphasis ow oppression. While 
there may not be a consensus ow where feminist theory fits as a theory or 
paradiam, disruption of oppression is a cove tenant of feminist work. As 
hooks (2000) states, “Slmply put, feminism ts a movement to end sexism, sexist 
exploitatton and oppression. | Liked this definition because it does wot imply that 
mew were the enemy” (p. Vitt). 


Previous Stualtes 


Marxism and socialism are key components tw the heritage. of feminist 
theory. The origins of feminist theory caw be found tw the 18th century with 
growth tw the 1970s’ and 1980s’ equality movements. According to Burtow 
(2014), feminist theory has its roots tw Marxism but spectfically Looks 
to Engles’ (1884) work as one posstble starting point. Burton (2014) wotes that, 
“Origin of the Family and commentartes ow tt were central texts to the feminist 
movement tw its early years because of the felt need to understand the orlgins 
and subsequent development of the subordination of the female sex” (p. 2). Work 
in feminist theory, trcludtng research regarding gender equality, ts ongoing. 


gender equality continues to be an issue today, and research into gender 
equality tw edlucatlonis still moving feminist theory forward. For 
example, PLucock’s (201F) study discusses the tmpact of repressive norms on the 
education of girls tn Tanzania. The author states that, “...constderattons of what 
empowerment Looks like tw relation to one’s sexuality are particularly tmportant 
in velatton to schooling for teenage girls as a route to expanding thelr agency” 
(p..909). This consideration caw be extended to any oppressed group within aw 
educattowal setting and ts not an area of inquiry relegated to the oppresstow of 
only female students. For example, non-binary students face oppresston within 
educational systems and even male students caw face barriers, and students 
ave often still Led towards what are considered “gender appropriate” studies. This 
creates a system of oppression that requires active work to Atsrupt. 


Looking at representation tw the Literature used tn education ts another area of 
inquiry tw feminist research. For example, Earles (2017) focused ow physical 
educational settings to explore relationships “between gendered literary 
characters and stories and the normative and marginal responses produced by 
children” (p. 369). In this research, Earles found evidence to 
support that a contradiction between the literature and children’s Lived 
expertences exists. The author suggests that educators caw help to continue the 
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reduction of oppressive gender norms through careful selection of literature 
awd spaces to allow learners opportunities for appropriate discussions about these 


LACOWUSLStEWCLES. 


In another study, Mackie (1999) explored trcorporating 
feminist theory into evaluation research. Mackie was evaluating curriculum 
created for English language learners that recognized the dual realities of some 
students, also known as the tntersectionality of tdentity, and concluded that 
this recoguition empowered students. Mackie woted that valuing experience ana 
identity created a potential for change on aw tndividual and community 
level and “Feminist and other types of critical teaching and research provide 
needed balance to TESL and applied linguistics” (p. 5HA1) Further, 
Blerema and Cseh (2003) used a feminist research framework to examine 
previously tonored structural inequalities that affect the Lives of women working 
in the fiela of human resources. 


Model of Feminist Theory 


Figure 1 presents a model of feminist theory that begins with the beltet that systems 
exist that oppress and work against individuals. The model then shows that 
oppression is based on intersecting toentities that caw create discrimination and 
exclusion. The model tnolicates the toea that, through knowledge and action, 
oppressive systems can be disrupted to support change and understanding. 


Figure 1 
Model of Feminist Theory 
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Co woepts 


The core concepts tn feminist theory are sex, gender, race, Alscrimtnatton, 
equality, attference, and choice. There are systems and structures tw place that 
work against tnaividuals based on these qualities ana against equality and 
equity. Research tw critical paradigms requires the belief that, through the 
exploration of these existing conditions in the current social order, truths can be 
revealed. More tmportant, however, this exploration caw simultaneously butla 
awareness of oppressive systems anal create spaces for diverse volces to speale for 


themselves (Egbert § Sanden, 2019). 
Constructs 


Feminism ts concerned with the constructs of tntersecttonality, Almenstons of 
soctal lite, soctal inequality, and social transformation. Through feminist 
research, Lasting contrtouttons have been made to understanding the complexities 
ana changes tn the gendered atvistow of labor. Men and women should be 
politically, economically, ana socially equal and this theory does wot subscribe 
to Atfferences or similarittes between men, nor does tt refer to excluding men or 
only furthering women’s causes. Feminist theory works to support change and 


understanding through acknowledging and disrupting power awd oppresslon. 


Proposition 


Feminist theory proposes that when power ana oppresston are acknowledged ana 


Atsrupted, understanding, advocacy, ana change can occur. 


Using the Model 


There are many potential ways to utilizethis model tw research and 
practice. First, teachers and students can consider what systems of power exist 
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lr classroom, school, or district. They caw question how these systems are 
working to create alscrimination and exclusion. BY considering existing social 
structures, they can acknowlenge barriers and issues twherit to the system. Once 
these tssues are acknowledged, they can be disrupted so that change ana 
understanding can begin. This may manifest, for example, as considering how 
past colonialism has oppressed learners of English as a second or foreign 
LANQUAgE. 


The use of feminist theory tn the classroom caw ensure that the classroom ts 
created, tn advance, to consider barriers to learning faced by Learners due to sex, 
gender, attference, race, or ability. This can help to reduce oppression created 
by systemte issues. Iw the case of the English Language classroom, learners may 
be facing oppression based on thelr native language or country of origin. Facing 
these barriers tw ana out of the classroom can affect learners’ access to 
education. Considering these barriers in planning and including efforts to 
mitigate the tssues and barriers faced by learners ts a use of femlutst theory. 


Feminist research ts tnterested tw disrupting systems of oppression or barriers 
eveated from these systems with a goal of creating change. All research can 
include feminist theory when the research adds to efforts to work against and 
advocate to eltminate the power ana oppression that exists withiw systems or 
structures that, iw particular, oppress women. An examination of education in 
general could be useful since education ts a field typically dominated by women; 
however, women are wot often tw Leadership roles tw the fleld. tr the same way, 
using feminist theory for an examination tuto the lack of people of color and 
male teachers represented tn education might also be useful. Action research ts 
another area that can use femtutst theory. Acttow research ts often conducted tn 
the pursuit of establishing changes that are discovered during a project. 
Feminism and action research ave both concerned with creating change, which 
makes them a watural patring. 


Conclusion 


Pre-existing beliefs about what feminism means can make including it 
in classroom practice or research challenging. Understanding that feminism ts 
about reducing oppresston for everyone and sharing that definitton can reduce 
this challenge. hooks (2000) sata that, “A male who has divested of male 
privilege, who has embraced feminist politics, ts a worthy comrade tw struggle, 
in wo way a threat to feminism, whereas a female who remains wedded to sexist 
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thinking and behavior mriltrating feminist movement Ls a dangerous threat” (p. 
12). As Angela Davis noted during a speech at Western Washington University 
in 2017, “Everything ts a femlnist issue.” Feminist theory ts about questloning 
existing structures anol whether they are creating barriers for anyone. An 
interest Lv the reduction of barriers ts feminist. Anyone can believe tw the need 
to ellminate oppression and work as teachers or researchers to actively to Atsrupt 
systems of oppression. 
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Feminist theory encompasses a range of ideas, reflecting the diversity of women worldwide. 
Feminism counters traditional philosophy with new ways of addressing issues affecting 
humanity, calling for the replacement of the presiding patriarchal order with a system that 
emphasizes equal rights, justice, and fairness. //Zera/ feminists cite women's oppression as 
rooted in social, political, and legal constraints. Aadica/ Wbertarian feminists hold that the 
patriarchal system that oppresses women must be completely eliminated and that women 
should be free to exercise total sexual and reproductive freedom. /gdica/ cu/tural 
feminists urge women to extricate themselves from the institution of compulsory 
heterosexuality. Marvist-socialist feminists claim it is impossible for anyone, especially 
women, to achieve true freedom in a class-based society. Mu/ticu/tural feminists explain how 
the idea of ‘sameness’ could counterintuitively be used as an instrument of oppression rather 
than liberation. Postmodern feminists challenge Western dualistic thinking. G/ada/ 
feminists stress the universal interests of women worldwide. Acofeministstocus on the 
connection among humans to the nonhuman world. Feminist theory has impacted virtually all 
structures, systems, and disciplines, challenging traditional ontological and epistemological 
assumptions about human nature as well as ‘maleness’ and ‘femaleness.’ Modern feminism, 
which began 200 years ago, has evolved in three waves. The first wave dealt with suffrage: 
the second centered on equal access; and the current wave is focusing on global equality. 
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International Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral Sciences 
2001, Pages 5502-5506 


Feminist Theory: Marxist and Socialist 


Author: §. Walby 
University of Leeds, UK 


Marxist and socialist feminist theory is a key part of the feminist heritage. It is distinguished 
by concern with: the intersection of gender and class; prioritizing the material and economic 
dimensions of social life; social inequality rather than difference; social transformation rather 
than merely the recognition of identity; and a commitment to reasoned argument within the 
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nlightenment tradition. It originated in the eighteenth century, developed in the nineteenth 


century, and flowered during the 1970s and (¥6O0s. Today many of its concerns are 
mainstreamed into analyses of political economy. It has made a lasting contribution to the 
understanding of the complexities and changes in the gendered division of labor. 


Feminist Theory in Sociology 


Aw Overview of Key ldleas and Issues 


Author: Ashley Crossman 


Key Takeaways 


Key areas of focus within feminist theory include: 


discrimination and exclusion on the basis of sex and gender 
e — abjectitication 

e structural and economic inequality 

power and oppression 


gender roles and stereotypes 


Feminist theory is a major branch within sociology that shifts its assumptions, analytic lens, and topical 
focus away from the male viewpoint and experience toward that of women. 


In doing so, feminist theory shines a light on social problems, trends, and issues that are otherwise 
overlooked or misidentified by the historically dominant male perspective within social theory. 


Overview 


Many people incorrectly believe that feminist theory focuses exclusively on girls and women and that it has 
an inherent goal of promoting the superiority of women over men. 


In reality, feminist theory has always been about viewing the social world in a way that illuminates the 
forces that create and support inequality, oppression, and injustice, and in doing so, promotes the pursuit 
of equality and justice. 


That said, since the experiences and perspectives of women and girls were historically excluded for years 
from social theory and social science, much feminist theory has focused on their interactions and 
experiences within society to ensure that half the world's population is not lett out of how we see and 
understand social forces, relations, and problems. 
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hile most feminist theorists throughout history have been women, peo genders can be foun 
working in the discipline today. By shitting the focus of social theory away from the perspectives and 
experiences of men, feminist theorists have created social theories that are more inclusive and creative 
than those that assume the social actor to always be a man. 


Part of what makes feminist theory creative and inclusive is that it often considers how systems of power 
and oppression interact, which is to say it does not just focus on gendered power and oppression, but on 
how this might intersect with systemic racism, a hierarchical class system, sexuality, nationality, and 
(dis)ability, among other things. 


Gender Differences 


Some feminist theory provides an analytic framework for understanding how women's location in and 
experience of social situations differ fram men's. 


For example, cultural feminists look at the different values associated with womanhood and femininity as a 
reason for why men and women experience the social world differently.t Other feminist theorists believe 
that the different roles assigned to women and men within institutions better explain gender differences, 
including the sexual division of labor in the household. 


Existential and phenomenological feminists focus on how women have been marginalized and defined 
as “other” in patriarchal societies. Some feminist theorists focus specifically on how masculinity is 
developed through socialization, and how its development interacts with the process of developing 
femininity in girls. 


Gender Inequality 


Feminist theories that focus on gender inequality recognize that women's location in and experience of 
social situations are not only different but also unequal to men’s. 


Liberal feminists argue that women have the same capacity as men for moral reasoning and agency, but 
that patriarchy, particularly the sexist division of labor, has historically denied women the opportunity to 
express and practice this reasoning." 


These dynamics serve to shove women into the private sphere of the household and to exclude them from 
full participation in public lite. Liberal feminists point out that gender inequality exists for women in a 
heterosexual marriage and that women do not benefit from being married.” 


Indeed, these feminist theorists claim, married women have higher levels of stress than unmarried women 
and married men.” Therefore, the sexual division of labor in both the public and private spheres needs to 
be altered for women to achieve equality in marriage. 


Gender Oppression 


Theories of gender oppression go further than theories of gender difference and gender inequality by 
arguing that not only are women different from or unequal to men, but that they are actively oppressed, 


subordinated, and even abused by men® 
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ower is the key variable in the two main theories of gender oppression: psychoanalytic feminism 


and radical feminism. 


Psychoanalytic feminists attempt to explain power relations between men and women by retormulating 
Sigmund Freud's theories of human emotions, childhood development, and the workings of the subconscious 
and unconscious. They believe that conscious calculation cannot fully explain the production and 
reproduction of patriarchy.’ 


Radical feminists arque that being a woman is a positive thing in and of itself, but that this is not 
acknowledged in patriarchal societies where women are oppressed. They identify physical violence as 
being at the base of patriarchy, but they think that patriarchy can be defeated if women recognize their 
own value and strength, establish a sisterhood of trust with other women, confront oppression critically, 
and form female-based separatist networks in the private and public spheres.® 


Structural Oppression 


Structural oppression theories posit that women's oppression and inequality are a result of capitalism, 
patriarchy, and racism. 


Socialist feminists agree with Karl Marx and Freidrich Engels that the working class is exploited as a 
consequence of capitalism, but they seek to extend this exploitation not just to class but also to gender.? 


Intersectionality theorists seek to explain oppression and inequality across a variety of variables, including 
class, gender, race, ethnicity, and age. They offer the important insight that not all women experience 
oppression in the same way, and that the same forces that work to oppress women and girls also oppress 
people of color and other marginalized groups.” 


Une way structural oppression of women, specifically the economic kind, manifests in society is in the 
gender wage gap, which shows that men routinely earn more for the same work than women. 


An intersectional view of this situation shows that women of color, and men of color, too, are even further 
penalized relative to the earnings of white men." 


In the late 20th century, this strain of feminist theory was extended to account for the globalization of 
capitalism and how its methods of production and of accumulating wealth center on the exploitation of 
women workers around the world. 
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Introduction 
FEMIN , 
pt Al over the world, women generally experience, to varying 


Sit tetenee@ebhe| levels, underrepresentation in politics, considerably less 


economic power, restrictions on their bodily autonomy and 
greater vulnerability to sexual violence. Feminism is a philosophy 
that seeks to understand and transform these conditions. 
Feminism seeks political, social and economic equality of all 
sexes. Primarily, it is the advocacy of the rights of women based 


on equality of sexes. There should be equal rights and opportunities for both men and 
women. 


Often the concept of equality is confused with the term “sameness” and people argue that 
since women are not the “same” as men there cannot be any equality. However, feminism 
at its core is not about “sameness’’. It simply focuses on equality. Feminists are perfectly 
aware that their physical capabilities are different from men and anatomy of both the 
genders is different but these physical differences should not mean that equality is not 
possible. 


Feminism has different meanings to different people. Not 


ae 80 Pei all feminists think alike. This acts as both strength and a 
PHILOSOPHY OF MIND 


challenge to the movement. A lot of feminists agree with 
the women having diverse experiences and that 
intersection of different aspects such as class, caste, 
religion and sexual orientation result in having different 
access to political influence and economic opportunities. 
It also affects the level of violence and discrimination 
they are prone to. For example, two feminists might 
agree that women are being treated unjustly but their 
Opinions can ditfer on why this injustice is occurring and 


what they should do to end it. Similarly, between feminists and anti-feminists agreements 
and disagreement both can be there. For example, an anti-feminist can agree with a 
feminist that better treatment of women should be there but they might not agree that 
there is a need to change the existing system of patriarchy; rather reforms can be brought 
within the same. 


ls there a need for feminism 


- There are many people who do not believe 
Simone (personally or publically) that there should 
le Beauvolt be equal rights and opportunities for men 


The Beginnin and women. Many people believe that we 


; of Feminist have already achieved equality for both 


genders and there is no need for feminism 


ee now. Thousands of other people believe 


ee 


that we have not achieved equal status and 
therefore, still support the continuing efforts of feminists that pave way for equal rights. 
Then there is a section that believes in equality of rights but does not want to align their 
views and opinions with the term “feminism’. However, more than data, research or 
science one relies on their personal experiences. So, in simple words, if you have faced 


any kind of discrimination, you know that it exists but if you have not you simply doubt if it 
really happens. The goal of feminism is achieving equality and despite the arguments 
otherwise, equality does not exist anywhere in the world today. Famous American 
writer/feminist Audre Lorde has rightfully said, “| am not free while any woman is untree, 
even when her shackles are very different from my own." 


e A pressing issue persisting for women all around the world is violence. As per the 2018 
study conducted by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, every day, about 137 
women are killed by their family members or intimate partners across the world. 


e A Global Study on Homicide shows that in an estimate of 60% of all female homicides the 
crime is committed by someone close to the victim. 


e = In India, 40-00% of female homicide is due to dowry death. 
e A 2016 statistical report revealed that every hour, four cases of rape are reported in India. 


e The 2018 Thomas Reuters Foundation poll placed India as the most dangerous country in 
the world for women. This survey was conducted on the basis of economic resources, 
violence (both sexual and non-sexual), healthcare facilities, cultural and traditional 
practices, human trafficking and female foeticide and infanticide. 


e According to a study conducted by UNICEF, every year 1.0 million girls get married in India 
betore attaining the age of 18 years. This makes India home to the world's largest number 
of child brides. The situation in India is such despite so many laws existing against child 
marriage. 


Furthermore, there are issues like safety of the LGBTO+ community, access to education, 


representation in politics, the wage gap etc. that need redressal. Therefore, the need for 
Feminism is unquestionable. 


Why some people hate feminism 


A lot of people do not shy away from admitting 
they hate the word feminism or the feminist 
movement. This can be either because they do not 
support the movement or simply because of the 
misconceptions surrounding it. Let us discuss a 
few reasons why people are reluctant to get 


behind this philosophy or movement. A lot of data and research proves that feminism is 
associated with strong, powertul and angry women. The notion of a feminist portrayed by 
society is such that they believe she is the classic antithesis of the traditional women of 
society. Society, till now, continues to punish forceful and powertul women, it does feel the 


need to suppress bold actions and voices because after all, it is a patriarchal society we 
live in. 


This brings us to the next aspect. Many people believe that feminism will bring an end to 
the power of men. They will lose their positions of power, authority, impact and influence 
in all social, political or economic terms. It further forwards the notion that women want 
to control the world and put the men down. They need a superiority status and treat men 
badly. This is a very widespread misconception. 


Next comes the conservative part of society. The conservative part of society usually has 
orthodox beliefs and does not want to move forward in the direction of change. These are 
the people with dogmatic values. These people usually fear that if the feminist movement 
garners the support of majority, then time-honoured traditions or religious beliefs might 
be in danger. They feel that the society already has pre-established gender roles which 
work just fine and a change in the working of things feels wrong and scary to them. 
However, change is the key to evolution and the harmful, oppressive practices must be 
brought to an end. 


A good number of people also feel that feminism will bring about a negative change in 
society. It will cause a negative shift in power-dynamics resulting in failed relationships 
and marriages. It will destroy society and culture. There will be a major change in the 
authority dynamics in the economic sphere if and when then men and women are treated 
on equal footing. These are some of the major reasons why a lot of people hate the word 
feminism or do not support the feminist movement. They are guided by misconceptions or 
fears which are not healthy but they do not want to change their way of living. Feminism 
has actually brought a lot of positive changes in the society for women and as discussed 
above is still very important and needed in the society. Proper awareness is the only way 
these misconceptions and fears can be addressed and solved. 


There are a lot of positive changes the feminist movement 
was able to contribute to society. It started with granting of 
rights such as Right to vote, Right to hold property, equal 
pay in workplaces, exposure to more economic 
} opportunities etc. Women were provided with rights against 
discrimination as well as rights to protect them from 


workplace sexual harassment. A lot of countries recognized marital rape as a crime and 
made it illegal. India has separate provisions for women to protect them against gendered 
crimes such as acid attacks and dowry death. These provisions have been added through 
amendments as per the need for them showcased via protests and petitions. In the United 
States, women are given reproductive rights. The US Supreme Court in a historical 
ruling Ae v. Wayde (1973) made it a constitutional right for the woman to choose whether 
or not she wants to carry her pregnancy to term. 


Further, there have been efforts to use gender-neutral language. This kind of language is 
such which tries to make the least assumptions about the biological gender of the people. 
For example, using the pronouns such as they/them etc. instead of he or she. Using this 
kind of language serves not one but two purposes. It is more inclusive of both the genders 
and sexes. Secondly, people consider that gender is not a necessity to mark in the 
language. Gender-neutral language is considered as non-sexist or politically correct. 


The awareness about feminism has also introduced the 
concept of paid paternity leave tor men. This is because 

“Op since the advent of feminism women have tried to 
q assert that men should be equally involved in child care 
and domestic duties of the household. If the man and 
woman are both working, then it is untair that the 
woman is expected to do the majority of the household 
work and take care of the child alone. The monetary 
contribution is not the sole purpose of fathers, they are 
supposed to help out and distribute the duties equally. 
This has challenged the pre-existing gendered roles 


that men are supposed to go out and work and women are supposed to stay home and take 
care of the household. Childbearing out of wedlock has become more acceptable. 


Feminist couples have more stable and positive relationships as there is greater 
acceptance for each other and more understanding amongst one another. It has positive 
effects on a woman's mental and sexual health. Even when it comes to religious practices, 
feminists demand that sacred texts be interpreted in a way that is not from a male- 
dominated point of view. It asks for a wider scope of interpretation wherein the society is 
equal for men and women alike. Many religious practices which were oppressive such as 
Sati, Triple-Talag etc. have been abolished. In the past, these practices were given greater 
acceptance in the society but with the advent of feminism, these practices are considered 


immoral and oppressive for women. So it is safe to say that in our day-to-day lives 
feminism has brought in many positive changes. 


Conclusion 


Lately, more and more people perceive that a feminist 


FEMINIST is someone who hates men. It has become a 
PHILOSOPHIES widespread misconception. Feminists do not stand for 


this. They want an equal society for men and women 
and not one where one dominates the other. The real 
term for a person who hates men is a misandrist. It 
presents itself in many ways including but not limited 
to sexual discrimination, violence against men, 
denigration of men and sexual objectification of men. 


As we have already discussed, feminism stands for 
political, economic, social and personal equality of 
sexes. It aims to achieve equal educational and professional opportunities. It does not seek 
to switch the power structure; rather it wants to disassemble the patriarchal structure. 
This structure provides some benetits to men. However, ultimately it is harmful to both 
men and women. For example, it shows that women need men to take care of them, or are 
very emotional, or they are primary caretakers of the family but at the same time, it also 
promotes things like men should not showcase any emotion or men cannot be sexually 
assaulted or abused or that men cannot take care of children as well as the women can. 
The idea that patriarchy should be replaced with matriarchy is an idea of misandry and not 
of feminism. The idea that patriarchy should be overturned is propagated by feminists. 
Just because some individuals hate men (misandrists) does not mean that feminism should 
be equated with misandry. We do not equate all men as misogynists, just those who openly 
hate women or consider them inferior. | believe that misandry is the evil that prevails in 
society and feminism as a movement is still very much needed in society as it brings about 
positive, uplifting changes for both men and women. 
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FEMINISM 


Some seleted / listed books on Feminism have been 
provided, with a little narration / wrapper. 
Also web pages containing the detailed 
list of books is given below. 

We have more than 100+ books. 

This simple/humble attempt, it is hoped, 
would help/guide/assist all the 
stakeholders who are interested in 
all aspects of FEMINISM. 
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Valmiki’s Ramayana is the story of Rama’s exile and 
return to Ayodhya, a triumphant king who will 
always do right by his subjects. In Volga’s retelling, 
it is Sita who, after being abandoned by 
Purushottam Rama, embarks on an arduous 
journey to self-realization. Along the way, she 
meets extraordinary women who have broken free 
from all that held them back: husbands, sons, and 
their notions of desire, beauty and chastity. The 
minor women characters of the epic as we know it 
— Surpanakha, Renuka, Urmila and Ahalya — steer 
Sita towards an unexpected resolution. Meanwhile, 
Rama too must reconsider and weigh out his roles 
as the king of Ayodhya and as a man deeply in love 
with his wife. A powerful subversion of India’s most 
popular tale of morality, choice and sacrifice, The 
Liberation of Sita opens up new spaces within the 
old discourse, enabling women to review their lives 
and experiences afresh. This is Volga at her 
feminist best. 
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Most women today are opting for careers over jobs, 
even if it requires them to play multiple roles with aes 
superhuman abilities. Meanwhile, men, at home and 
at work, struggle to come to terms with their 
changing priorities. And therein lies the chasm 
between male expectations and female ambition. As 
Dame Julia Walsh says in the television miniseries 
The Honourable Woman, ‘In a room full of pussies, 
I’m the only one with a vagina.’ Own It tells women’s 
stories: the ugly, the happy, the rarely discussed, the 
unacknowledged, the whispered, the denied. Close 
to two hundred Indian women leaders across 
industries discuss the challenges they face in the 
Indian workplace and at home. Heads of companies, 
human resource directors and senior managers talk 
about issues like pay parity, harassment, promotion 
and maternity policies. Why is the workplace agenda 
skewed against women and what are their own 


LEADERSHIP LESSONS 
FROM WOMEN 


demons that keep them from breaking the glass _ WHO DO 

ceiling? Thought-provoking and controversial, Own 

Ittakes the challenges that confront women in the APARNA JAIN 
workplace head-on — without discounting the 


complexities of being a woman in an Indian home. 


The adjustment bureau is snowed under with work, 
the moral police force is on the prowl. The country, 
but most of all the capital, must live by the Conduct 
Sowmya Rajendran Book. But it isn’t easy. Despite all the efforts of 
these organizations to maintain peace and social 
order, people, especially women, continue to flout 


Se 2 the law — they ask for divorces, dress provocatively, 
drink with men and attempt to avoid marriage and 
: i childbearing. But there’s a one-man army, more 
° ° effective than the entire moral police force put 
together, who will bring law to the land. A vigilante 
who has his own methods. No matter how many 
wantons, difficult women there are, he _ will 
persevere for the greater good. He will shame them 
like they have never been shamed before. And 
when one particular woman’s rebellion threatens to 
spiral out of control, he’s called upon to remedy the 
situation ... and teach her a lesson. The Lesson is a 
dystopian satire about the violence that women live 
with, structural, systemic and even just the 
The Lesso n everyday sort. It is a book that will remind you that, 
| after all these years, Big Brother is still watching 

you. 
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Walking Towards Ourselves is an 
anthology of autobiographical 
narratives based on the real, lived 
experiences of Indian women 
writers. The pieces explore what it 
means to be an Indian woman. 
Contributors write on issues such as 
love, sexuality, taboos, marriage, 
motherhood, literacy, career 


choices, dating and definitions of | ® 


success for women. Walking Towards 
Ourselves represents multiple 
perspectives and a range of voices, 
giving readers insight 
richness and complexities 
contemporary Indian women’s lives. 


into the|} 
of | | 


Edited by Catrion 
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a Mitchell 


lhoreword by Namita Gokhale 
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A Sri Lankan mermaid laments the 
Arthurian Fisher King; a woman 
treks to a cliff in the Nilgiris with 
honey gatherers of the Irula tribe; 
a painter fears she will lose her 
sanity if she leaves her marriage, 
and lose her art if she stays faithful 
within it; one woman marries her 
goddess; another, sitting in a bar, 
says to herself, ‘I like my fights 
dirty, my vodka neat and my 
romance = anachronistic.’ The 
women in this collection are choice 
makers, | consequence _facers, 
solitude seekers. They are lovers, 
vixens, wives to themselves. And 
their stories are just how that 
woman in the bar likes it — dirty, 
neat and sexy as smoke. 
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Anna was four years old when Fynn, then only 
16 himself, found her wandering round 
London’s Docklands one foggy night in the 
1930s. Badly neglected and abandoned by her 
parents, he took her home to be cared for by 
his own family. 


The impact of this extraordinary child on Fynn, 
his friends and the people in_ their 
neighbourhood was to be immense. Nobody 
who met Anna could remain the same: this 
intelligent, lively, precocious chatterbox had an 
outlook on life which completely undercut adult 
pretensions and illusions. 


Anna’s_ influence continues today. Anyone 
dipping into her thought-processes falls under 
the spell of her luminous innocence, wisdom 
and intimate relationship with ‘Mister God’. 


THE TRUE STORY OF A VERY SPECIAL FRIENDSHIP 


MISTER GOD, THIS i$ 


Hibiscus 


By the author of Half of a Yellow Sun 


Winner of the Orange Broadband Prize for Pietion 2007 


CHIMAM@NDA 
NGOZI A 


A haunting tale of an Africa and an adolescence 
undergoing tremendous changes by a talented 
young Nigerian writer. 


The limits of fifteen-year-old Kambili’s world are 
defined by the high walls of her family estate 
and the dictates of her repressive and 
fanatically religious father. Her life is regulated 
by schedules: prayer, sleep, study, and more 
prayer. 


When Nigeria begins to fall apart during a 
military coup, Kambili’s father, involved 
mysteriously in the political crisis, sends Kambili 
and her brother away to live with their aunt. In 
this house, full of energy and laughter, she 
discovers life and love — and a terrible, bruising 
secret deep within her family. 


Centring on the promise of freedom and the 
pain and exhilaration of adolescence, Purple 
Hibiscus is the extraordinary debut of a 
remarkable new talent. 
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THE GIRL WITH 
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Her home on the border with China gave her 
some exposure to the world beyond the confines 
of the Hermit Kingdom and, as the famine of the 
1990s struck, she began to wonder, question and 
to realise that she had been brainwashed her 
entire life. Given the repression, poverty and 
starvation she witnessed surely her country could 
not be, as she had been told ‘the best on the 
planet’? Aged seventeen, she decided to escape 
North Korea. She could not have imagined that it 
would be twelve years before she was reunited 
with her family. 

Hyeonseo instead remained in China and rapidly 
learned Chinese to adapt and survive. Twelve 
years and two lifetimes later, she would return to 
the North Korean border in a daring mission to 
spirit her mother and brother to South Korea, on 
one of the most arduous, costly and dangerous 
journeys imaginable. This is the unique story not 
only of Hyeonseo’s escape from the darkness into 
the light but also of her coming of age, education 
and the resolve she found to rebuild her life, first 
in China, then in South Korea. 


EVEN NAMES 


ANorth Korean Defector’s Story 


with David John 


AMY SCHUMER 


THE GIRL WITH THE 
LOWER BACK TATTOO 


‘Resoundingly brillant’ ‘Hilarious and deeply necessary “Taboo bustingly funny’ 
OBSERVER LENA OUNHAM THE TIMES 


From award-winning comedian, — writer, 
producer and actress Amy Schumer comes 7he 
Girl with the Lower Back Tattoo, a thoughtful, 
honest and hysterical collection of (very) 
personal essays. 

Never one to shy away from the uproarious, 
challenging and remarkable moments that 
make up life, this exceptionally candid book will 
have readers wincing with recognition, nodding 
their head in solidarity and laughing out loud. 
Written with Amy’s signature candour, she 
reflects on her often-raucous childhood antics, 
her hard won and incomparable rise to comedic 
stardom and the courage it takes to approach 
the world with astounding honesty every single 
day. Surely the most anticipated collection of 
the year, Amy shines bright as a friend, 
daughter, sister, unforgettable comedian and 
most notably, a masterful (and always 
entertaining) storyteller. 
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What does ‘feminism’ mean today? 


In this personal, eloquently argued essay — 
adapted from her much-admired TedX talk of 
the same name — Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
offers readers a unique definition of feminism 
for the twenty-first century, one rooted in 
inclusion and awareness. Drawing extensively 
on her own experiences and her deep 
understanding of the often-masked realities 
of sexual politics, here is one remarkable 
author's exploration of what it means to be a 
woman now — an off-the-moment rallying cry 
for why we should all be feminists. 


WE SHOULD 
ALL BE 
FEMINISTS 


mahasweta devi 


BREAST STORIES 


TRANSLATED BY 
GAYATRI CHAKRAVORTY SPIVAK 


‘| understand the socio-political 
'| Highly recommended. But be warned, the 


As the name suggests, it is a collection of 
three short stories about breasts. But more 


‘|than a symbol of beauty, eroticism, or 


motherhood. A tribal revolutionary gang- 
raped in custody and her counter- 
offensive. A professional wet nurse, now 
middle-aged, betrayed by the families that 
once revered her. A migrant labourer 
whose breasts entice an ace photographer 
but trigger off a train of violence. 


Originally published in Bengali, the hard- 
hitting stories on body politics and 
exploitation expose the dark underbelly of 
Indian society. The thought-provoking 
essays introducing each story by the 
translator Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak help 
context. 


stories can be extremely graphic. 
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A fictional story of the first hangwoman of 
India. Given the context, one would 


a 
expect a grim, morose, and_ highly WeiMan 
depressing book. 


But Hangwoman by K.R. Meera is a F de south: Adin bircranieaziig 
brilliantly crafted story that rises above it t 
all. ) 

It is a story of a 22 year old girl Chetna 
who is forced to take on the family legacy 
of being a ‘hangwoman’. What results in a 
media frenzy and social outcry. Unfazed, 
the protagonist begins a journey 
navigating her own pathin a _ male- 
dominated society. Chetna is a character 
that stays with you the longest time. 


Originally published in Malayalam, the 
book is also a conversation about the 
history of Bengal through the current 
times. Very few regional literary works 
attempt to explore’ outside — their 
geography. Do pick this book if you 
haven't already. 


I have visited Assam numerous times as a teen when 
my father was stationed in north-east India. The lush 
green fauna, the tea gardens, and the betel nut 
plantations often hid the dark history of the 
insurgency and the agitation. 


Women are always the real victims of war. But they 
are not always defeated. Originally written in 
Assamese, Written in Tears by Arupa Kalita 
Patangia is a collection of eight short stories from a 
landscape scarred by conflict. And its impact on 
women and children. 


A newlywed woman and her family dealing with the 
aftermath of her insurgent brother-in-law’s absence. 
An intellectual paying the price for speaking up. A 
woman forced to cut her hair for defying orders. A 
IN TE ARS woman brutally gang-raped by her so-called 
=) protectors. With a hint of magic realism, the author 

weaves an unforgettable collection of stories. Some 

~ that tug at your heartstrings. And stories that stay 

\_* | with you forever. 


eS ee oo ot oo et ok ok ok lo ot oo oo ok Ok ok oo eo to oo oo ot oe ho eo kok oo ol oo ot co ot oc 
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Swarnalata by Tilottoma Misra is one of 
those rare gems that deserves more recognition. 
The book is set in mid-nineteenth-century 
Assam. A time of Bengal Renaissance. A time of 
social change and reforms. A time when archaic 
traditions were questioned. A time when 


women’s education and widow remarriage held || 


center stage. But also a time of colonial 


exploitation. A time when Christian missionaries || 


began to have more impact on the culture of 
Assam. 

It traces the story of three women, Swarnalata, 
Tora and Lakhi. Women from very different 
social hierarchies whose lives are intertwined. 


Women who are trying to chart their own course || 


in the changing times. 


First published in Assamese, the book blends in 
historical and biographical elements seamlessly. 
Rabindranath Tagore exists side by side with the 
fictional characters. It is a brilliant masterpiece 
about women in a conservative society. 


Breaking the Silence 


About India’s Women 


eg iad ie lS ee ee 
and resilien certul We 


Deepa Narayan 


A book based on 600 detailed 
interviews with women and some 
men across India’s metros tries to 
identify some common habits in 
women irrespective of their 
career, education, and 
circumstances. The author tries to 
explore culture by asking what it 
means to be a good woman or a 
good man. Through Chup, she 
aims to break the silence about 
the lives of women in modern 
middle and upper-class families. 


Deepa iS an __ independent 
international poverty, gender and 
development advisor. 


a 


The book is about the global and 
intersectional movements of 
feminism that is borderless. The 
subject of marriage, Hindu Code 
Bills, Pink Chaddi campaign and 
laws that support women are some 
of the topics dealt with in the book. 
The author, all through the work, 
focuses on the fact that the 
country’s economy is based upon 
the unpaid labour of women. 


jing and perfectly lucid’ = ) 


‘Wonderfully engaging ai 


NIVEDITA MENON 


SEEING 


oe 


Fe 
te ee 


S -” 


Known for its wry humour and 
detailing this book is a blend 
of fiction and non-fiction. It 
consists of complex female- 
centric stories of boldness, 
marriage, love, freedom and 
much more. It also explores 
the power of female sexuality 
by all terms. 


The author is popular for 
creating some of the most 
powerful women characters in 
world literature. She is 
commonly described as the 
fourth pillar of modern Urdu 
fiction and is one of India’s 
earliest feminist writers. 


SS i) 


The book is a eollzetion of 
prose writing, comprising 
gssays, commentarigs and 
pen-portraits of the author’s 
contgmporari¢s. It gives a 
elzar picture of the artistic, 
political and social structure 
of her time, that is 1920 to 
1290, 


MY FRIEND, 
MY ENEMY 


ISMAT CHUGHTAI 


Translated from the original Urdu by Tahira Naqvi 


Mapping Dalit Feminism 


Anandita Pan 


This path-breaking work criticises 
mainstream feminism for _ its 
ignorance of caste and the Dalit 
movement for remaining 
patriarchal. The book discusses 
black feminism and Dalit feminism 
through an analysis of 
autobiographies. She also focuses 
on the need to look at caste 
through a gendered lens and 
discuss sexual violence against 
Dalit women as a way of exercising 
Brahminical control over Dalits. 


The book raises questions about why the 
economic rights and power of women are 
affected by the personal laws of the 
various religious communities. The author 
also tries to address these questions from 
a legal point of view to derive answers. 
An overview of the origin of Indian 
personal laws and how — gender 
discrimination prevails despite the 
constitution guarantees equality are 
deeply discussed in the work. 


The author is an activist and lawyer 
specialising in women’s rights. 


FLAVIA AGNES 


writing castey 


writing g ocfider: 
3 esearrating gh voli s 


apm la rege 


The book dgals with the 
emerseneg and assertion of 


Palitbahajun 
organisations 


women's 
both 


regionally and nationally. 
The assertion of caste in 
modern spaces like 
universiti¢s, burgaucraci¢s, 
wome¢n’s movements and 
studigs arg to be brought 
forward and that’s ¢xactly 
what the book tri¢s to do. It 
is a comprehensive study 


material for 
students. 


humanitics 


eee ee 


Fh hh ht tht thot Libis dikibiatiatiabiutiatihiakiatiakiahiuhiadiahiahoshichiahishiahihiuhishichahiuhishihihistichishishutiuhihiatia 


The memoir wonderfully narrates the 
story of Mow Laxmi Narayan Tripathi, 
the eldest son of an orthodox Brahmin 
family, became Laxmi, a trans person 
who made history. The experiences 
and struggles of someone who fights 
for their gender ideutity are 
insightfully briefed in the book. 
Childhood sexual abuse, learning to 
stand up for oneself and raising their 
Voice against unlikely happenings are 
all well narrated, 


The author is an artist, activist and 
ambassador of her community, 


Revised Edition with a new chapter on CHANDRAYAAN-2 


Minnie Vaid 


a 
i 


INDIA’S Besson 


TOTMARS 
AND THEIMOON @& 


= 


An interesting account of 
women who became significant 
parts of space missions of the 
country. The book is easy to 
read and free of technical 
jargon. Women who pursue a 
career in space and how they 
cope with intrinsic societal 
biases and family pressures are 
explained well after conducting 
a series of interviews with 
several experienced ISRO 
women scientists from around 
the country. 


The author is a print and 
television journalist, 
documentary filmmaker and 
creative producer for feature 
films. 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eo ec ce co cc cos oo 


ta eh 


Women’s access to urban public space o 
has increased, but they still don’t have an 
equal claim to public space in the city. 
This book provides an insight into the 
exclusions and negotiations that women 
from different classes and communities 
encounter in the nation’s public spaces. It 
was published after three years of 
research in Mumbai. The book implies 


that only by celebrating loitering, a truly 


equal, global city can be created. 


A this autobtography ts all about desperate 
flonatng for real love, desire for 
| transcendence anol the sad solituse of a 
passtowate lover. I~ an age when even 
desires were restricted for women, Kamala 
Das explored and celebrated the idea of 
female Love through her writings. The book 
narrated the intensely personal experlences 


“Widely read, widel 


of Kamala, which became sensational with 


issed and 
celebrated’ 


THE NEW YORK TIMES i a : its total disreqara for convention ana its 
| fearless articulation of subjects still 
constoered taboo. 


KNOWW AS Madhavilutty LW Malayalam 


a UY, a ee MM Lt oyoture, the author wrote poems, short 


storles and novels tw both languages. 


Wh htt thn, ittibiatiatinkiatinte Cabbutiohiahiahiatihihiatiahiahihahihihistiahishishiutihishiutiahishiuhiutihiahistiatiahishiatiahiuhistiahiuhiuhiatia 
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Fh htt t hth didi tiatibiabiutiatiakiuhiatihibiatiahiahiahshihiahoshiahihiuhishhishiuhishiuhiuisdihshutichiuhiuhiatia 


The biggest threat to people of all 
genders is the existence of patriarchy 
and this book tries to deal with the 
questions related to it. In addition to 
that, women's struggles for social 
changes are noted with a special focus 


on South Asian countries. 


The author was a_ developmental 


feminist activist and social scientist. 


chonen one of Oe 
ten beet tered neowels 
of tee Th cortary 


ae | krishna sobti 


warsluted by gts tajat & tap furewerban 


The book is an _ unapologetic 
portrayal of a married woman who 
puts no limit on her sexuality. This 
novel is not just the story of its 
protagonist but also any woman 
who breaks the non-constructed 


boundaries inside a household. 


The author was a Sahitya Akademi 
winning essayist and fiction writer 


from Pakistan’s Gujarat. 


SS a a cc ro to ot oo ok oo et oo i oo ot to et oe ok ok oo 
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SS cc to tt to ok oe ok eo oo i oo kk ok oo i ok ot oo ot oo ot oo ok ok oo 


EES NE EBT LSE OTL BRE LB BLE L BRE BEBE BRE LB BLP BRE EEL BELA OEP BE EEL BEL BPP BRE EEL BEL BP 01018 


This translated fiction from Malayalam depicts 
the celebrated mythological text of Ramayana 
from a different woman-ceutric angle. The author 
provides a uew spin to the grand old story, bringing 
in comtemporary Concerns such as the environment, 
peace and women’s empowerment, and provides a 
fresh way of understanding it. L+ doesu'+ celebrate 
the hero—Ramam, instead it comes up with a logical 


and fair ending with Sita’s involvement. 


Sarah is a feminist, activist and Sahitya Akademi 


Award-winning writer. 


VICI 


SARAH JOSEPH 


TRANSLATED BY 
VASANTHI SANKARANARAYANAN 


Shortlisted for the DSC Prize for 
South Asian Litetature 2016 


“A contemporary 
masrerprec” 
Muar 


f 
7 


f 


“Anepec apvel” 
Ontlook 


JA i kZ id 


f J ‘oMeahicya Akademi Award 


Another translated novel from 
Malayalam, the gripping story ofa 
hangwoman, her relationship with 
men, professional and personal 
struggles are fabulously narrated. 
A woman’s” entry into an 
unconventional work, her graceful 
and fierce embrace of it is the crux 


of the story. It celebrates 
courageous women and 
womanhood. 


Meera is a former journalist and 
best-selling author who _ has 
received Akademi and Vayalar 
awards. 


"LOE 8 ELBE 0 07 
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The book is an anthology by 14 
women of  thetr day-to-day 
experiences tn india presented 
comically. It was made after a 
week-long workshop with lindiian 
women artists. It majorly deals 
with the sexual discrimination 
that emerged in the aftermath of 
the brutal gang rape amd innuordler 
of a Young’ nnedical studemt tn 2012, 
Intersectional femniimisnn forms the 


basis of the anthologry. 


The author is an tllustrator and 


aniuonatiom filion writer. 


the LINE 


The fourth book from_ the 
theorizing feminism series, says 
how important it is to understand 
motherhood to get an idea about 
Indian society. It shows 
motherhood both as an ideology 
and a practice. The complexities 
between motherhood and 
mothering where the concepts are 
glorified but the women remain 
subordinate are shown. 


The author was a_ feminist 
|| professor, critic and activist. 


The dialectical nature of culture as a 
site of women’s oppression as well 
as of feminist resistance and 
transformation is the crux of the 
book. Cultural politics and_ its 
changing significance about gender, 
community, caste, class, borders, 
sexuality and disability forms the 
major part. 


It is a collection of works from 
feminist authors of the country, 
curated and edited by Kavita and 
Paromita, both researchers. 


Rredinge te Comber Santies > 


Women Contesting Culture 


‘Changs Fi 


cs of Gender Politics in India 


REVOLUTIONARY 


DESIRES 


ua COMMUNISM, AND FEMINISM IN INDIA 


ME 
<2 fe 
| ad 


ws | 'he book deals with the lives 
© |and subjectivities of militant- 
mt nationalist 


and = communist 
women in India from the late 
1920s. It is rather a study that 
shows how India's revolutionary 
women shaped a new female 
political subject, in 
collaboration — with Indian 
nationalist, liberal-feminist, and 
European left-wing models of 
womanhood. 


The author is a literary scholar 
who focuses on_ colonialism, 
postcolonial studies, race and 
feminist theory. 
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RESCUED BY A 


It is a set of opinion pieces and 


personal anecdotes with peculiar An indlanéeieataie ce equality and other Wythe 
themes such as feminism in modern ~~ 

Tudia, love, language, family, beauty, Am oe be, 
gender roles and abuse. This raw and _—— ~~ 


powerful account is present with a 
tinge of humour that attracts 
readers wore. The book aims to 
question the prejudices inside all of 
US, 


The author is an Lndian-borv 


Australian actress and model. 


To know MORE about these books, 
kindly visit these web pages: 


01] https://harpercollins.co.in/blog/books/ten-feminist-books-to-add-to- 
your-bookshelf/ 


02] https://bohemianbibliophile.com/indian-feminist-fiction-must-read- 
translated-literature-causeachatter/ 


O03] https://www.thebetterindia.com/278286/must-read-books-to- 
understand-feminism-in-india/ 


Visit the web page to read 
58 Books on Feminism: 


https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/110646.Feminism_in India 


SS ko oo el kk ok oo ok oo ok ok kt ok ot ol oo oo ot oo ol cog 
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FM hh tht both adihiabiatititiatiutiakiahiatiatiahiutiatiahiahiathahiuhiuhiahishishstichiahiuhiahihiuiatia 


Some TEN Books on Feminism 


Resource: 
https://mojostory.com/wethewomen/10-best-indian-books-on-feminism/ 


The books on this list explore the inevitability 
of a woman’s clash with the patriarchal structure of 
society and its stringent standards. Underneath 
the desire to free women from a long history of oppression, 
these books provide a very wholesome understanding 
of what it means to be a feminist, forcing you to think, 
reflect, question, and unlearn everything 
you have internalized while growing up. 


FEMINIST 


Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak 
Can the 
Subaltern 
Speak? 


POSTKOLONIALITAT UND 
SUBALTERNE ARTIKULATION 


mahasweta devi 


Shashi Deshpande’'s Sahitya Akademi Award-winning novel ‘That 
Long Silence’ (1989) explores not only the conditioning of a 
married woman but also her resistance to both patriarchal society 
and her inner world. 


Through her protagonist Jaya, Deshpande presents how Indian 
women are in an ambience of orthodoxies and irrational customs 
that no longer allow them to develop their own individuality. 


SS Sc ro tt to ko Oc oe oo oo eo oo et ko ot oo et oo et oo et ok ok ook 


hh th tbat titiatiats uhbuthatiakiabiatiakiakiatiahiahiahatihiahiuhiahihishiathchishiuhiahishishstihiuhistiuhishiuhiutiahiuhishiutiuiahatia 
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eS eo ol ot oe ok ko ok ok ok kt oo to ok oo to ot oo et ok oo ot oo ot oo ot lcs 


The novel concludes with a notable resurgence of faith in oneself 
that gives hope and frees women of a mental wall inside of which 
they are trapped. 


Can the Subaltern Speak? by Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak 
Gayatri Spivak's work is centred on the concept of agency, or the 
ability of individuals to make their own judgments. In the book, 
‘Can the Subaltern Speak?’ Spivak contends that a woman is a 
disenfranchised member of society who is unable to speak. Ina 
figurative sense, a woman may speak, but her words will never be 
appreciated when establishing any discourse. 

The book questions the way Western cultures explore foreign 
cultures. Spivak examines this dynamic through the lens of the 
Indian Sati tradition of widow suicide. Spivak also takes a stand 
against a type of oppression and marginalisation that is especially 
intellectual in nature and is situated within contemporary 
challenges. 


Seeing Like a Feminist by Nivedita Menon 

Nivedita Menon's 'Seeing Like a Feminist’ (2012) explores problems 
ranging from caste politics to control over women's clothes. It 
does not look at it from a linear perspective but rather as a 
gradual evolution of our social and political system. 

Menon proposes a fresh approach (using examples from many social 
realities) to examine the constructed system that attempts to box 
women in and limit their expansion. 

The book will educate you on the breadth and inclusivity of 
feminism, and the humanitarian writing style will cause you to see 
the world through the lens of a feminist. 


Breast Stories by Mahashweta Devi 

Originally published in Bengali, ‘Breast Stories’ was translated into 
English in 1997 by feminist critic Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak. 
Breast stories is a collection of three stories Draupadi, Behind 
the Bodice, and Breast Giver. The breast, which is considered a 
symbol of purity and motherhood, is actually a symbol of the 
exploitation of women from marginalized communities. 

The book examines body politics, women’s labour, and exploitation 
through the portrayal of characters who face sexual harassment 
and discrimination as a result of a male-dominated society. 

My Story by Kamala Das 


hh ith ihatitititiatinte 
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Fh th tt thi atitibiutiadikiabiatikiatiatiatiohiahatiahiahiuhiuhidhiahahiahiuhiuhishihishstichiahiutiahiheutiatia 


De Se oo eo oo ok ot i ok Ok oo ok eo oo oO oo oo oe ok ok ko ot oo cl oo ot oo ot oS 


The flamboyant Kamala Das, a Nobel laureate and prominent writer 
of prose and poetry in Malayalam and English, wrote her 
autobiography in 1973. She offers her readers vital insight into 
many critical themes that continue to be central to the lives of 
women everywhere today by speaking eloquently and truthfully of 
her hardships and joys. 


The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy 

Roy's debut and the Booker Prize-winning novel, ‘The God of Small 
Things’, transcends the conventional understanding of feminism. 
Through the generations of female characters such as Ammu, 
Mammachi, Baby Kochamma and Rahel, the story depicts the 
struggle of a woman in search of identity, place, respect and, most 
importantly, a life free of shackles and restraints in a male- 
dominated society. 

There are other factors, such as caste, race, gender, and so on, 
that cause a person to be doubly marginalized, and reading the 
book from a multi-dimensional lens will help you comprehend 
intersectional feminism. 


Pinjar by Amrita Pritam 

Amrita Pritam challenged gender roles when it was unheard of and 
her writings are a liberating revelation in themselves. Women were 
the worst victims of partition because of the patriarchal nature 
of society. 

They faced male dominance, humiliation, exploitation even after 
partition. Pinjar’ delves at a variety of gender-related topics, 
from gender-based discrimination to considering a woman's 
virginity as a sign of the family's honour. 

Pinjar is set during the partition period but is still relevant now 
since the idea of linking a woman's virginity with a man’s honour 
survives even today whena rape victim is blamed for “being raped” 
and is considered a social outcast. 


The Interpreter of Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri 

“The cosmetics that had seemed superfluous were necessary now, 
not to improve her but to define her somehow." 

Interpreter of Maladies’ (1999) is a collection of nine short 
stories that won the Pulitzer Prize in 2000. There is a battle to 
come to terms with one's own identities in Lahiri’s writing, yet her 
female characters handle their new, fragile identities through 
their own distinct ways and voices. 
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She beautifully writes about human experiences blurring the lines 
between fiction and reality with the help of her characters. 


Lihaaf (The Quilt) by Ismat Chugtai 

Ismat Chugtai is a progressive feminist author who highlighted 
themes such as women's sexuality, which were considered taboo at 
the time and were constantly a source of contention. She wrote 
for the women whose voices had been silenced, portraying their 
wants and desires. 

Chugtai addressed the homoerotic issue in Lihaaf, where her 
protagonist Begum Jan, although adhering to patriarchal 
conventions, takes ownership of her life and navigates her way 
through the patriarchal framework to express and gratify her 
sexual desires. 

It is still important in contemporary India, which is caught 
between the fundamental and traditional notions of identity 
established by society. 


In a male-dominated literary canon, the roles and authority of 
women's work were rarely credited and seldom studied. ‘The Palace 
of Illusions’ transports you to the world of the Indian epic 
Mahabharata from a female point of view. 


While the original masculine tale makes Panchali a minor character 
dependent on her father, then on her husband, Divakaruni, in her 
modernised retelling, places her at the centre of her story. 

By making Panchali the protagonist, Divakaruni allows Panchali to 
express her own ideas and truth about her own life, allowing her 
to emerge as a compelling figure. It challenges the authority of 
power exercised on women through masculine literature. 
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45 Books by Indian women writers That You Loved In 2018 


2018 was a bang on year as women writers from India wrote fabulous and daring works ranging 
from science fiction to subversive historical narratives and personal stories, journalistic writings to 
academic works, women from various fields brought out thought provoking works. Here is a list of 
memorable works of 2018. 


1. Cyber Sexy: Rethinking Pornography by Richa Kaul Padte 


+ 2 Alona Massey 


CYBER SEXY ..... 


In this thought provoking book Padte, deals with an area that is considered unspeakable — pornography. 


She talks about areas like porn, sexuality and how Indian women experience it. She talks how societal and 
family structures have stigmatised the idea of sexuality and how the internet as a medium has helped in 
breaking taboos associated with sexuality and pleasure. Internet as a place of sexual freedom and 


exploration is discussed from a personal as well as sociological perspective. 


2. Romantic Encounters with a Sex Worker by Nalini Jameela 


TOMGRUC op 4 
Bg hs 
ae 


Bh es 


- 


i «if 


: Morke y 


atini Jameela 


Nalini Jameela, an activist, sex worker and the author of the pathbreaking book, The Autobiography of a 
Sex Worker (2007), published her second book this year. The book narrates eight stories from Nalini’s life 


and is translated from its Malayalam titled Ente Aanungal by Reshma Bharadwaj. The book breaks down 


De Se oo ot oe kk oo ot oo ok ok ok eo ot oe oe ok Oo ot oo ok ok ko ol oo ot co ot cog 
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many stereotypes that is associated with the image of a sex worker. The book is a mixture of romance, 


politics, and much more. 


3. The Queen of Jasmine Country by Sharanya Manivannan 


Poet Sharanya Manivannan’s debut novel, The Queen of Jasmine Country is an imagined life of Tamil 
medieval bhakti poet Andal. The novel narrates the life of Andal as a young teenage girl, Kodhai who 


expressed her desires and sorrows through poetry. 


4. Chup: Breaking the Silence About India’s Women by Deepa Narayan 


This Book 
Will Hold 
a Mirror tc 
Every India 
Woman 


Breaking the 
Silence About 


India’s Women 


CHUP. 


The book which is based on research and interviews with around 600 women across India, Deepa Narayan 
tells stories of breaking free from abuse and patriarchy. The book tells stories of women who resist and 


rebel in their daily lives and of women who are silenced in different stages of their life. 


te 


Fh hh hh Lhd that ti tititibiatitintiabiatikiabiatintiukiatiatikiabiatiahiahiahatihishstishiahiuhuhishishishahiahiahidiein 


5. The Flavours of Nationalism: Recipes for Love, Hate and Friendship by Nandita Haksar 


NANDITA HAKSAR @ 


: We iteg Leese  WT y 


MAID 
DS “ZS 


The FLAVOURS of 
NATIONALISM 


Recipes for Love, 
Hate and Friendship 


In this memoir human rights lawyer and writer Nandita Haksar traces her life from the Nehruvian era and 
explores the ideas of nationalism, politics, patriarchy, and socialism. She writes about the politics of food 
and how our caste, race, gender, and class impacts our choices and tastes. She discusses about recent 


controversies on beef eating, Muslim-Hindu conflict, and other topics. 


6. Clone by Priya Sarukkai Chabria 


PRIYA SARUKKAI CHABRIA 


Clone is a first of its kind dystopian science fiction novel which tells the story of a clone in twenty fourth 
century India. The clone has to deal with sexual taboos and imposed amnesia ias her consciousness is 
expanding to experience things which she never had. The novel revolves around the themes of humanity, 


memory and the importance of our collective histories 


7. Infinite Variety: A History of Desire in India by Madhavi Menon 
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DONE Ne Len EE Fay 3 5XE0 GA =! > f 
A Flistory 
2 of Desire in India 


> 
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*Blegant. luctd and funny. chis book will appeal co as many readers 
« lesires” SHOHINI GHOSH 


INANE EAS NL MENON 
a 


In this enlightening and humorous book, Madhavi Menon travels across centuries, histories, regions, 
philosophy, literature and films to chart the history of desire in the Indian sub-continent. She accounts an 
alternative history of desire that is invisible in the mainstream public discourse. From calendars to 


Bollywood films, dargahs and temples, Menon’s book looks into an intimate and expansive area of desire. 


8. How Karunanidhi Betrayed Dalits — Dr. Sathyavani Muthu’s Struggles by Bhavani Ilavenil 


SUPSSUVCL WSS GHSGS 


SEDGO|GHT Up. SdHMUINBGl Oewss SIGS 


SgT aa aff nis ea 
vit sien FH HUM OM APT IM ex ue 
Gunnar. OuIy 6vIT MI 
UDA AFUNUILCL ANTdHapeoil 


nama? QanGanaad 


Image 


Tamil Dalit writer and activist, Bhavani llavenil was attacked by DMK members on the publication of her 
pathbreaking work on Dr. Sathyavani Muthu. The Tamil book titled Thal/tapatta Makkulku Kalingnar M 
Karunanidhi Seydha Droham: Sathyavani Muthu Varalar (How Karunanidhi Betrayed Dalits — Dr. Sathyavani 
Muthu’s Struggles) narrates the history of Dr. Satyavani Muthu who was a politician and influential Dalit 


leader from Tamil Nadu. 


9. The Unseeing Idol of Light by K.R. Meera 


[tt 


An English translation of her earlier Malayalam novel, The Unseeing Idol of Light by K.R. Meera explores 
the themes of blindness and sight, love and loss. The narrative structure is an interplay of light and 
darkness as it tells the stories of Prakash, Deepti and Rajani. The book is translated by Ministhy S. Meera’s 
another novel, Sooryane Aninja Oru Sthree (The Woman Who Adorned the Sun) was also published this 


year. 


10. She Goes to War: Women Militants of India by Rashmi Saxena 
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In the book She Goes to War, journalist Rashmi Saksena writes about the lives of women who were crucial 
operators in the insurgencies in Assam, Manipur, Chhattisgarh, Nagaland and Kashmir. Written with 
journalistic rigour, the book narrates lives that many women in mainland India have never experienced. 
This book tells stories of women who chose a life to fight a cause they believed in and also how they face 


the oppression and abuse in their life. 


11. The Ferment: Youth Unrest in India by Nikhila Henry 


Another journalist who came out with a powerful work is Nikhila Henry. Her debut book, The Ferment tries 
to chart a map of various movements across India began by young men and women in universities and 
outside. The book explores the present lives, dreams and struggles of the Indian youth as they fight against 


the discriminations based on caste, gender, religion and so on in the society 


12. Daughters of the Sun: Empresses, Queens and Begums of the Mughal Empire by Ira 
Mukhoty 


OF THE 
MUGHAL EMPIRE 


In the book, Ira Mukhoty tells the tales of women of the Mughal empire who went to battles with men, 
who were traders and diplomats. The book is a historical illustration of women who helped in setting up 


the powerful Mughal empire. 


13. Sky is My Father: A Naga Village Remembered by Easterine Kire 
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My Father 


4 Naga Ytllage 
Remernbered 


The First Naga Novel 
Written in English 


The first Naga novel in English by Easterine Kire is a historical novel about a battle in the nineteenth 
century between the British and the Angami warriors in the village of Knonoma. The book weaves together 


history, oral narratives and tales to tell a story of resistance. 


14. The Long March by Namita Waikar 


This sensitive novel explores the fa 
of the agrarian crisis, especially in 
Maharashtra, where a fifth of the 31 
tarmer suicides recorded across tw 
years have occurred. A moving and 
tale of that great catastrophe, it reft 
damage and despair, but also a hops 
for change amidst one of the greate: 
tragedies of our time. —P. SAINATH 
author of Everybody Loves a Good Dr¢ 


Malle 


LONG MARCH 


A powerful novelistic depiction of the agrarian crisis in Maharashtra which led to lakhs of farmer suicides, 
Namita Waikar brings an inspiring story of the rural world, the mobilisation and fight for justice by the 


marginalised communities. 


15. What Gandhi Didn’t See: Being Indian in South Africa by Zainab Priya Dala 
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BEING INDIAN 
IN SOUTH AFRICA 


Zainab Priya Dala 


A book which describes the lives of Indian diaspora in South Africa asking difficult questions on racism and 
apartheid. What Gandhi means to South Africa now? The writer illustrates the dichotomy between being 


tied to the Indian culture and creating a strong South African identity. 
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1S iS Feminism. 


Sorry for 


being a man It’s ok, just 


don’t do it 


This Comic Succinctly Explains What Feminism is ! 
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This 1S Feminism. 


Sorry for 
being a man 
who enjoys pineapple 
on pizza Some crimes can 
2 never be forgiven 


This is Feminism is a meme centered on the idea that considering women 


better than men is not true feminism, but equality between men and women is. 
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WE DON'T HAVE GENDER EQUALITY IN ANY PART OF 
OUR SOCIETY, THINK HOW FEW FEMALE LEADERS IN 


POLITICS AND BUSINESS THERE ARES 


VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, EVEN IN 
THEIR HOMES, HAPPENS EVERY DAY. 
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‘No, we're good. This gentleman accidentally touched 
my breast and I accidentally broke his nose.” 
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Feminist Statue of Liberty | 


Women's Rights Are Human Rights ! 
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“YOU CAN AGREE WITH ME OR YOU 
CAN BE WRONG. ” 
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“Our standards are very high. We even 
have high double standards.” 
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“Were doing everything we can to make him comfortable, 
short of dressing up as male doctors.” 
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CONTROVERSIAL! 
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Sita and Draupadi, feminist icons for young girls today ... 
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“I’m cold... let me have the dog for a while ” 
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SAVITRIBA! PRIULE 


[3 Jan 1831 — 10 Mar 1897] 


On her 193" Birth Anniversary [3 Jan 2024], a look at the life of 
Savitribai Phule, India's first woman teacher. 


Savitribai Phule was a Maharashtrian poet, educator, and social 
reformer. She significantly contributed to the advancement of 
women’s rights in India. 


She and her husband significantly contributed to the advancement 
of women’s rights in Maharashtra and in India. She is credited with 
founding the feminist movement in India. In Pune, near Bhide Wada, 
Savitribai and her husband established one of the first modern Indian 
girls’ schools in 1848. She campaigned to remove caste and gender 
prejudice and unfair treatment of individuals. 


She made significant efforts to educate and emancipate child 
widows, advocated for widow remarriage, and ran a campaign 
against child marriage and sati pratha. 


Savitribai and Jyotirao had no children of their own. They adopted 
Yashawantrao, a son born to a Brahmin widow. When Yashwant was 
about to get married, no one was willing to give him a girl because 
he was born to a widow. Hence Savitribai arranged his marriage to 
her organization's worker Dynoba Sasane's daughter in February 
1889 probably. 


Some Important Facts 


1. Savitribai Phule was born on January 3, 1831, in Naigaon village of Maharashtra. 
She was the eldest daughter of Lakshmi and Khandoji Neveshe Patil. At the tender 
age of nine, she was married to Jyotirao Phule, who was thirteen years old at the 
time and one of the most famous social reformers of Maharashtra. 


ifs 


2. Savitribai, known as the country's first revolutionary feminist, learnt reading 
and writing. After learning these skills, she began teaching girls in Maharwada in 
Pune. 


3. Savitribai and Jyotirao Phule started India's first school for girls at Bhide Wada in 
1848. The curriculum included mathematics, science, and social studies and was 
based on western education. Despite resistance from society, by 1851 Phule was 
running 18 schools for children of different castes, with a strength of 150 girls. They 
also established two educational trusts - the Native Female School, Pune, and the 
Society for Promoting the Education of Mahars, Mangs, and others from 
downtrodden castes. 


4. In 1852, the British government acknowledged the great work of the 
Phule family in the field of education and honored Savitribai by naming 
her the best teacher. 


5. In 1863, Jyotirao and Savitribai began Balhatya Pratibandhak Griha, India's first 
home prohibiting infanticide, helping pregnant Brahmin widows and rape victims. 
Savitribai also fought against dowry and other oppressive social customs. 


6. Savitribai organized a barbers' strike in both Mumbai and Pune to demonstrate 
their opposition to the practice of shaving the heads of widows. 


7. Savitribai Phule wrote two books, Kavya Phule in 1854 and Bavan Kashi Subodh 
Ratnakar in 1892, which are collections of her poems. 


8. Savitribai and her husband, who had no children of their own, adopted a boy 
named Yashwantrao. 


Savitribai and her adopted son Yashwant, opened a clinic to treat 
those affected by the worldwide Third Pandemic of the bubonic 
plague when it appeared in the area around Nalasopara in 1897. The 
clinic was established at stern outskirts of Pune, in an area free of 
infection. Savitribai died a heroic death trying to save the son of 
Pandurang Babaji Gaekwad. Upon learning that Gaekwad's son had 
contracted the Plague in the Mahar settlement outside of Mundhwa, 
Savitribai Phule rushed to his side and carried him on her back to 
the hospital. In the process, Savitribai Phule caught the Plague and 
died at 9:00pm on 10 March 1897. 
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(The first Indian woman teacher) 


“Imagine yourself as a little girl in the year 1848 , belonging to the 
Dalit-Bahujan, sitting in a classroom among many girls similar to you and 
a saree clad woman walks in and announces she is your teacher. Being in 
a class where you couldn't have imagined yourself are ready to get that 
education which otherwise was prohibited and in an age where women as 
a teacher was even more unlikely, cannot be described." 


In 1852, the British government acknowledged the great work and 
honored Savitribai by naming her THE BEST TEACHER. 
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MEMORIAL AT PUN= 
The Savitribai Phule Memorial at Mahatma Phule Peth, Pune 


https://kimaya-thealchemy.weebly.com/savitribaiphulememorialpune.html 


Built as a memorial to the nineteenth century social reformers Mahatma Jyotiba 
Phule and Savitribai Phule this memorial built by the Pune Municipal Corporation 
is a 40,000 square foot complex dedicated to the cause of women and their 
emancipation. Savitribai started one of the first schools for women in the 
orthodox and unfavorable environment of 19th century Pune. An auditorium to 
seat 500 people, a library, a gymnasium, a computer section and a creche are 
provided besides a gallery showing the couples’ work in their lifetime, a 
conference hall and a residential wing are all arranged around a central 
courtyard where the sculptures are yet to be installed. 
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a Lh hhh hha hth oath that tintintiutintintiutiutiatiutiatiatintintiatiatiutiatiatiatiatiutiatiutiuthatiutiutiutiatiatiatintis 


University of Pune renamed 
http://www.unipune.ac.in/ 


The state cabinet of Government of Maharashtra cleared the higher and 
technical education department’s proposal of renaming 
University of Pune as Savitribai Phule Pune University. 


Renamed in 2015. 


Pind 


Boa "ree IR RRR RE RR RR RR RR NA NN 


181 


L 
: 


—— mia Feminism is for 
7 EVERYBODY The 
Woman 


FEMINISM ‘SS of India 
IN 
INDIA 


Ohi te ea ath 
i aaES 


BY 
RUSHIKESH SURESH DUDHKAWADE 


INDIAN 4 
FEMINISM pad AIORAEA 
CUASS. GENDER & LOENTITY IN MEDIEVAL AGES \ i Tr al woe! |: ib 
és EDITED AND INTRODUCED 
4 RY ANNE OAKLEY AND 


SULIET MITOHELE 


REVOLUTIONARY 


DESIRES 


= ft} ef = 
eal sles 


ANIA LOOMBA stadt 


42't 


oar Feminism a for 
EVERY BODY 


Breaking 
GENDER 


Stereotypes 


OUR SHARE Beer rr 
OF NIGHT ae bse 7. 
3 | at 

iy Cae SOVEREIGNTY. | === 


Backlash FEuHINIST THEOSY 
) ne 


HEALING 
cho POSTS. 


VERY BOD, ARLE 
4 S ADAS UES © SUSTICN Wee. 
rem BUTCH iT’s 


HUMANITY UES 


ARCHIVE 
is 
AAROONS 2) 


aa 


eyiiriissrts 


i, = ‘RichiS SEX hha 
GY ond ee | 


as Feminism in the 21st century PSIL striata ‘d Cc 


ISBN 978-939505472-0 


